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THE HOME: located in the quiet Long Island village of Sea Cliff, New York, has 
become the symbol of hope for many former Roman Catholic priests. They may 
live here for only a few weeks or several months, yet many find spiritual, economic 
and social security for the first time in their natural life. Some become Protestant 
ministers or teachers in non-Catholic high schools and colleges, some enter com- 


merce or industry, and many marry Christian women and are raising their children 
in the knowledge of Christ. 


All this work is cared for by those who care. You, too, may help (1) by your 


financial gifts; (2) by subscribing to our Annuity plan; (3) by providing for 
Christ’s Mission in your will. Have we heard from you recently? 
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made, 
And to the utmost farthing paid, 
What’er Thy people owed; 
How, then, can wrath on me 
take place, 
If shelter’d in God’s righteousness, 
And sprinkled by Thy blood? 


3. If Thou hast my discharge 
procured, 
And freely in my place endured 
The whole of wrath divine, 
Payment God will not twice 
demand, 
First at my bleeding Surety’s hand, 
And then again at mine. 
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Christian Heritage offers a unique opportunity 
to advertisers, particularly publishers and book- 
stores to reach a special, responsive audience. 
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Hawley, Advertising Manager, at Sea Cliff. 
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Unsolicited manuscripts and photographs must 
be accompanied by return postage. We cannot 
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paper clippings should be properly identified to 
be usable. 


In Retrospect 


It was most gracious of you to 
write me after the meeting in Buck 
Hill Falls. I look back to that gath- 
ering with unusual pleasure. It seems 
to me that some things were said of 
the greatest importance on a very cru- 
cial issue. I wish to express to you 
personally, to your colleagues in 
Christ’s Mission and to all the mem- 
bers of the Board of Trustees my 
very deep sense of privilege for hav- 
ing been invited to be a member of 
the panel. 

Allow me to thank you also for the 
full mimeographed report which I 
have duly received. I shall now look 
forward to the special booklet which 
is in preparation. 

May the work of Christ’s Mission 
move forward from strength to 
strength. 

Warmest Christian remembrances 
and deep appreciation. 

Yours very cordially, 

John A. Mackay 

President Emeritus 

Princeton Theological Seminary 
3709 Chevy Chase Lake Drive 
Chevy Chase 15, Maryland 


A Significant Occasion 


I want to thank you for the privi- 
lege of auditing the Protestant Coun- 
cil on Roman Catholicism which 
Christ’s Mission held at Buck Hill 
Falls. 

This Council was a very significant 
occasion both in itself and also for 
me, personally. I had not been fully 
aware of the great tensions that exist 
within Romanism. Much of. their 
present practice is now far more in- 
telligible to me. 

I left the Council with two main 
impressions. The first was the sorry 
plight of Rome: on guard against an- 
ticlericalism, struggling against secu- 
larism, and being so bankrupt of true 





spiritual vitality that she had to intro- 
duce the Marian cult to fill the void 
in the devotional life of her adher- 
ents. Moreover apparently a signifi- 
cant segment of the Romanists view 
this Marian emphasis with consterna- 
tion and alarm because of the obvi- 
ous excesses possible. 

The second impression was this: 
the great power, vitality, joy and 
peace that is ours through the in- 
dwelling Christ. Again and again the 
panel members presented this grand 
truth. God has given us “all things 
that pertain unto life and godliness.” 

Again my thanks, Mr. Garver, for 
your kindness in permitting me to 
attend a program which will be long- 
remembered. 

May I also congratulate you for 
the excellert planning and prepara- 
tion of this program. It was an ex- 
ceptional piece of work. 

Cordially in Him, 

Robert E. Williamson, Pastor 

First Baptist Church of 
Central Islip 

Central Islip, N. Y. 


The Pope In Politics 


The decree of Pope John XXIII 
recently published directing Roman 
Catholics not to vote for Communist 
candidates or for candidates with 
Communist leanings presents to the 
American people an example of in- 
terference by an outside power in 
political life of the United States. 

The Pope is ruler of Vatican State, 
and aspires to be ruler of the world. 
He butted in in order to promote Ro- 
man Catholic Kennedy for the Presi- 
dency, and played his ace card, the 
scarecrow “Communism,” which in 
the hierarchy’s hands has done more 
to infiltrate the American Govern- 
ment with Roman Catholics than all 
other things combined in our history. 

In the National elections in Sicily 
last year the Pope also butted in and 
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threatened excommunication to any 
of his people who voted for or sup- 
ported candidates of a certain politi- 
cal party. He could do the same here 
if one of our political parties should 
fall into disfavor with him. 

Jack Odom 
4 Box 833 

Fort Bragg, Calif. 


Non-Cooperative 

Our Presbyterian church in the 
Bronx had a vacancy for a sexton 
part time job, with free house, light 
and heat plus salary. Some of our 
own people wanted it, but a R. C. 
wishing to get out of a tough neigh- 
borhood begged us with tears, offer- 
ed to do the job for nothing in order 
to get his family a decent home. We 
felt sorry for him and gave him the 
job. 

Before taking over he asked the 
advice of the R. C. priest in his new 
parish to be. The priest told him, 
“Do not take the job; if you only 
sweep the floor, you are cooperating 
with them.” He took over neverthe- 
less and stayed with us 3 years—just 
leaving a short time ago. 

A. TA GC. 
Silver Beach 
New York 65, N. Y. 


A Real Defeat 
Yesterday, we suffered a real de- 
feat here in West Virginia when Sen. 
Kennedy upset Sen. Humphrey in an 
almost landslide victory in the presi- 
dential nomination race. The battle 
was keen in our small town of 
Boomer since there is a large Catho- 
lic parish here. They mailed out a lot 
of literature, set up headquarters in 
the recreational auditorium of the 
church, called everyone in the phone 
directory, etc. 
Sincerely yours, 
W. L. Tate, Pastor 
Boomer Baptist Church 
Boomer, West Virginia 


Prayer Meeting Offering 

We are sending along a check 
which represents a portion of the 
offerings received at our weekly 
prayer meetings. We send it together 
with our prayers that God may con- 
tinue to bless the work of Christ’s 
Mission as it seeks to minister to 
those who come out of Roman 
Catholicism. Rev. R. W. B. 

New Jersey 
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Are We Derelict? 


Thank God for an organization 
such as yours, to warn the United 
States of its impending peril. I pass 
your magazine around for others to 
read and hope in so doing to spread 
the word of warning, to wake up 
Protestants to the danger facing 
them. I cannot but believe the Prot- 
estant Churches are derelict in their 
duty by not treating the Roman 
Church in its true light as a foreign 
power, masquerading as a religion, 
and exposing it as evil to be fought 
as they fight other evils. 


Protestants should be taught the 
Vatican program and instructed so 
as to know the answers to its claims 
and methods. As it is, Protestants 
cannot believe there is such a differ- 
ence between their church and that 
of the Roman Church, and too often 
believe their claims and fall under 
the influence of their intensive prop- 
aganda campaign. 


This evil should be exposed today, 
as you are doing, to save lives of 
Protestants of the future, and the 
only real answer to the problem is 
through the Protestant churches 
themselves. 


May God bless your work in 
awakening America. 


H.N. B. 
Florida 


MENTION Christian Heritage 
to our advertisers. 


“THEY LOOKED 
FOR A 
CITY” 


A GREAT CHRISTIAN FILM 


@ The incredible true story of a Jew- 
ish family in Eastern Europe and 
their bitter struggle for survival. 
You see Jews ridden down by Cos- 
sacks...flight from Poland and 
later from war-torn Germany...a 
miraculous reunion at an enemy 
border...the triumph of faith, 
Forty-five minutes of breath-taking 
action in one of the most dramatic, 
heart-stirring film experiences of 
your life, 


Write today for rental booking— $25.00. 
16 MM NATURAL COLOR SOUND 
bial edi 4 oe Ola) eve 

Missionary and Relief Society, inc. 
Rev, Victor Buksbozen, General Secretory 
33UG Witherspoon Bidg., Philodelphio 7, Pe. 












THE NEWSPAPER 
IS THEIR BIBLE! 


A Sunday-morning hush descends 
over the congregation in a small Or- 
thodox chapel in a rural Greek vil- 
lage. There is no priest—they have 
been without one for a long time— 
but today’s service is going to be most 
unusual. The presiding village elder is 
going to read to them from the 
newspaper! An advertisement, of all 
things! Yet nobody is shocked, for 
this is the weekly Gospel message of 
Spiros Zodhiates, placed in the local 
paper by the American Mission to 
Greeks. It tells the old, old story 
of personal redemption in Christ— 
a story that is new to these people. 
Few of them have ever had a Bible 
in modern Greek. And yet this is the 
land to which Paul was beckoned by 
the “man of Macedonia” and in which 
he established the first centers of the 
apostolic faith. 

Week after week, in every vil- 
lage and city in Greece, men, women 
and children are reading the good 
news of salvation through faith in 
Christ, and making this a reality in 
their lives. The AMG has undertaken 
newspaper evangelism on a _ nation- 
wide scale. In no other country in the 
world has the Gospel ever been print- 
ed in 90 per cent of all secular news- 
papers—mostly on the front page, and 
amazingly, in the communist press as 
well. 

It would take many years, and 
thousands of missionaries, to reach 
the same number of people. Yet AMG 
is bringing the people of Greece a 
fresh Gospel message every week at 
a fraction of the cost of such a mis- 
sionary program. Surely this is one of 
the most economical and rewarding 
methods possible to reach a nation 
quickly with the Gospel. Everyone in 
Greece reads his local newspaper (2 
to 12 pages)—and they read all of it. 
(No television or radio competition— 
most people are too poor!) We can 
safely say that the Gospel is being 
read from one end of the land to 
another, every week of the year, by 
thousands who would otherwise never 
hear it—from King to peasant. 

For the continuance of this great 
ministry to a whole nation, we need 
your help. Here is your unique op- 
portunity to preach weekly to 50,000 
people or reach 70 villages in Greece 
with only a dollar. Where could your 
gift bring so much blessing at so 
little cost? We invite you to share 
generously in this unique and un- 
precedented evangelistic opportunity. 
To become a regular prayer partner 
write for the beautiful picture folder 
with twelve monthly self-addressed 
envelopes. 


Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, General Secretary 


AMERICAN MISSION TO GREEKS, INC. 
P.O. Box 423, New York 86, N. Y., Dept. C 














Your 
Church 
and your 


candidate 


If American voters are to preserve the Constitution 
of the United States and continue to enjoy the freedom 
it guarantees, if they are, in a word, to keep America 
free, they must ponder long and earnestly before they 
cast their ballots in the November election. 





The New York Times of April 14, 1959 declared 
that “Pope John XXIII forbade Roman Catholics 
throughout the world today to vote for candidates or 
for parties that supported or gave comfort to the com- 
munists. The ban is the first by the Vatican against 
any candidate or party. The prohibition is absolute.” 
When questioned by the press as to whether this ap- 
plied to Americans as well, the Vatican reminded the 
interrogators that the ban was a “world-wide prohibi- 
tion.” 

Regardless of our deep-rooted opposition to all that 
is Communistic, this pronouncement was a reminder 
to the whole world that the Pope does have the author- 
ity, according to Roman Catholic decrees, to direct his 
subjects “world-wide” in their voting, and if they vio- 
late his directions they are reminded that they do so 
under pain of excommunication. 

To those who insist American Catholics are not sub- 
ject to the dictates of their Pope we contend this pro- 
nouncement by John XXIII proves they have been 
instructed (already) that no Roman Catholic dare cast 
his ballot for a candidate espousing Communistic doc- 
trines. We are in accord, of course, with the pronounce- 
ment against communism, but, we must earnestly object 
to the principle herein proclaimed by the Pope. Today 
his decree is directed against communism; tomorrow 
it may with equal justification be directed against an 
American political party or any nominee for public 
office whom the Pope views as advocating policies not 
in the best interests of Roman Catholicism. 

The Herald Tribune (November 18, 1945) carried 
the glaring headline, “Catholics Got Voting Advice in 
Argentina—Told not to Back Parties Which Would 
Separate Church and State.” The article should be read 
with utmost care by all American voters in 1960. 

“Buenos Aires, Nov. 18—A collective pastoral letter 
signed by all members of Argentina’s Roman Catholic 
episcopacy, advising Catholics how to vote in the 
national elections scheduled for February, was read 
today in every Catholic Church in the country. 
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SENATOR JOHN F. KENNEDY 


“No Catholics,” the letter said, “can join parties or 
vote for candidates who inscribe in their programs the 
following principles: 


hee 3 Separation of the Roman Catholic Church from 
the state. 


“2. Suppression of legal provisions which recognize 
the rights of religion and particularly the religious oath 
and the words in which our Constitution invokes the 
“protection of God, source of all reason and justice,” 
because such suppression is equivalent to the public 
and positive profession of national atheism. 


“3. Educational secularism. 
“4. Legal divorce. 


“These four principles are advocated by political 
leaders who oppose the strong influence exercised by 
the Catholic Church in the political life of Argentina 
and who support the movement to separate the church 
from the government. 


“. . . The third point refers to compulsory Catholic 
teaching in the public schools, which was decreed by 
the military regime after the 1943 revolution. All liber- 
al elements in the country, including liberal Catholics, 
oppose compulsory religious teaching on the ground 
that it is anti-democratic, but the pastoral letter as- 
serted that ‘the introduction of religious teaching in the 
schools marked a great step in the progress of national 
education.’ ” 


It can happen here. In 1945 it was Argentina. This 
decade it could be the United States of America. From 
Leo XIII to John XXIII the popes speak the same 
language and give their followers the same orders. 


Now that the Roman Catholic Church is satisfied 
that this country is a “Post-Protestant America” and 
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claims that “today, in 1960 . . . we have virtually 
ceased to be Protestant” (America, March, 1960), 
what will prevent the American hierarchy from giving 
orders telling Roman Catholic voters how they may 
cast their ballots? While the hierarchy claims that the 
“Roman Catholic vote” is a myth and that “there never 
has been a Catholic voting bloc in this country; there 
never should be,” (The Register, April 24, 1960), the 
reports of the primary elections indicate how Roman 
Catholic voters place religious loyalty above allegiances 
to their belief in political platforms. 





VICE PRESIDENT RICHARD M. NIXON 


It is not an idle conjecture to declare the American 
Catholic is expected to remember his submission to 
papal authority. Pope John XXIII made this clear when 
he declared: “The Catholic can never overlook the 
teaching and the instruction of the Church; in every 
field of his life he must base his private and public be- 
haviour on the guidance and instruction of the hier- 
archy ... It is the duty of every Catholic to bow to 
those rulings of the pope (and those opinions of the 
hierarchy), even in the field of politics,” (L’Osservatore 
Romano, May 17, 1960). 


Such a doctrine has the immediate effect of denying 
the American Catholics the full and unrestricted exer- 
cise of their Constitutional freedoms. “It is utterly de- 
plorable,” the Vatican declares, “that some professed 
Catholics not only dare to behave politically and so- 
cially in defiance of the Church, but take upon them- 
selves the right to subject her rulings and her precepts 
to their own powers of interpretation and judgement.” 


True Roman Catholics accordingly must suspend 
their own thinking about certain political and social 
issues and “take their stand—on the thinking and the 
guidance of the ecclesiastical hierarchy.” 

That such effrontery is perpetuated upon any seg- 
ment of our American society in the name of religion 
is shocking almost to the very point of blasphemy. In 
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the words of Abraham Lincoln let us solemnly declare: 
“The guarantee of the rights of conscience, as found in 
our Constitution, is most sacred and inviolable, and 
one that belongs no less to the Roman Catholic, than 
to the Protestant; and all attempts to abridge or inter- 
fere with these rights, whether of Catholic or Protes- 
tant, directly or indirectly shall ever have our most 
effective opposition.” 

It is the solemn obligation of all loyal Americans 


regardless of creed or color to bear the full respon- 
sibility for himself and his ballot. Let him with solemn 
reverence— 


Study the question carefully. 
Discuss the issues objectively. 
Pray for guidance diligently. 
Vote your convictions honestly. 


The Voice of the Virgin— editorial 


It is a curious fact that the four Gospels do not 
record a single sentence Joseph uttered about the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Still more noticeable is it that the Virgin 
Mary herself spoke only once about Him after His 
birth, and then she confined her remarks to seven little 
words. 

The tongues of both Mary and Joseph were discreet- 
ly silent as angels, shepherds, wise men, priests, proph- 
ets, and the prophetic herald, John the Baptist, told 
of all the wonderful things her first born child would 
accomplish as the Saviour of the world. St. Luke calls 
attention to this reticence of His earthly parents by 
saying, “Mary kept all these things in her heart and 
pondered them.” Not until He was thirty years old did 
Mary make any declarative statement about Him. 

It was at the marriage feast in Cana, when she in- 
formed Jesus the host had no more wine for his guests. 
Christ, remember, gently rebuked her, but the Virgin 
Mary calmly turned to the servants and said: “What- 
soever He saith unto you, do it!” This is her supreme 
gift to all the world; a testimony of complete confidence 
and utter reliance upon her beloved Son. And miracles 
await every servant who heeds her exhortation to obey 
the Lord Jesus Christ no matter what the circumstances 
may be. 


Let us ever keep this simple sentence of the Virgin 
Mary in our hearts and ponder it in deepest rever- 
ence. For Mary here establishes the true pattern of all 
Christian testimony. “Hear ye Him!” she is saying. 
She commands the servants to turn away from herself 
to attend only unto Him. As John the Baptist had so 
aptly put it, “He must increase, I must decrease.” Or 
as the apostle Paul later stated it: “We preach not our- 
selves, but Christ Jesus, the Lord.” 


Her words express two things: one, absolute con- 
fidence; two, total commitment. Absolute confidence 
that He will by His own word of power solve your every 
problem; and total commitment of our body, soul, and 
spirit to a life of obedience to His least command. This 
is faith and obedience united by the grace of God. We 
believe what is told us about Him, and we obey what- 
soever He speaks to us directly. And all the while the 
blessed Virgin Mary stands silently in the shadows to 
behold how well we hear and how quickly we obey 
His commands. With the beloved apostle John she, too, 
would say: “I have no greater joy than to hear that my 
children walk in truth.” 


So Shall the Servant Be: 


+ * 
I came across some words of Amy Carmichael recently through 
which the Lord has spoken to my heart. I trust He will do the 
* same to all who read them. —A Reader * 
Hast thou no scar? 
° No hidden scar on foot, or side, or hand? ” 
I hear thee sung as mighty in the land, 
* I hear them hail thee bright ascendant star, * 
Hast thou no scar? 
. No wound? No scar? * 
Yet, as the Master shall the servant be, 
* And pierced are the feet that follow Me. + 
But thine are whole; can he have followed far 
rn Who has nor wound nor scar? i. 


—AMY CARMICHAEL 
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FORGIVE ME, FORGIVE ME. 

"Lord Jesus, forgive me, forgive me! I did not know, I did not understand 
you died for me." So spoke a convert from Roman Catholicism in our New York City 
office recently. Like many another church goer she had failed to relate the 
Gospel of Christ to her own personal life. Today, however, she and her husband 
both rejoice that Christ lives in their hearts by faith, and that they no longer 
need to think of Him as being confined within the tabernacle of a Roman Catholic 
altar. How refreshing it was to witness their joy in believing as well as their 
hunger and thirst for a deeper knowledge of the word of God. 


REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES. 





The Board of Trustees at their June meeting rejoiced to learn that in a nine 
month period 29 more priests appealed to Christ's Mission for assistance. The 
majority of these men were American; five only came from South America. 

Forty other men whom we had helped in former years were contacted and gener- 
ously expressed appreciation for the help of God received through Christ's Mission. 
One of these former priests had just dedicated a new church building and enclosed 
a gift of five dollars for the work "of your indispensable organization." 

Perhaps the oldest man among all of these men is Rev. Samuel Testa of 
California. He is 82 years old, still active for Christ, and remembers well the 
founder of our Mission, the Rev. James O'Connor. We have asked brother Testa to write 
his remembrances of those early days of Christ's Mission and its founder. 


CHRISTIAN HERITAGE SERIES. 


The Christian Heritage Series of Correspondence courses continue to be used 
extensively. Several major denominations are giving serious consideration to the 
proposal that these courses be incorporated in their Sunday School quarterlies 
or other educational programs. Pray for the widest possible use of these courses 
on Roman Catholicism. Enroll yourself now. 


OPEN HOUSE. 


On Sunday, June 19, 1960, over 300 people visited the Mission's headquarters 
and Home at Sea Cliff, Long Island. They toured the buildings, viewed films 
describing our ministry, and had ample opportunity to ask questions pertaining to 
the work. Many expressed keen interest in the facilities and equipment, and the 
Mission staff was especially grateful for the privilege of meeting those who work 
with us by their prayers and generous gifts. 
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RELIGION, POLITICS 


AND THE 


PRESIDENCY 


BY HAROLD JOHN OCKENGA 


Text: Render unto Caesar the things 
which are Caesar’s; and unto God 
the things that are God’s. 

Matthew 22:21. 


The issue discussed in this mes- 
sage is, Does a candidate’s religion 
have anything to do with political 
office, especially the presidency of 
the United States? 


This issue has been raised by the 
Roman Catholic Church upon the 
deliberate policy of the National 
Conference of Bishops, the evidences 
appearing in national magazines, and 
local papers and in public speeches 
throughout the nation. The Reverend 
Dr. John A. O’Brien of Notre Dame 
University raised the issue squarely 
in an article in the form of questions 
and answers published in Look mag- 
azine. Monsignor Francis J. Lally, 
editor of The Pilot of Boston, raised 
the issue in an article in the form of 
questions and answers published in 
the U.S. News & World Report of 
May 30, 1960. This was reprinted 
in part on the front page of the 
Boston Herald and given a complete 
coverage within the same paper. A 
later editorial of Monday, May 30, 
sanctioned and accepted the argu- 
ments of Monsignor Lally. Roman 
Catholics have requested that the 
subject be discussed. Ave Maria, a 
national Catholic home weekly, for 
March 21, 1959 said, “It seems to 
us that a man’s religious convictions 
is one of the facts we have a right 
to know about a candidate, just as 
we want to know everything else 
about him.” The Roman Catholic 


candidates for public office are them- 
selves projecting the issue into dis- 
cussion and dialogue. The Fund for 
the Republic and the University of 
California at Berkeley have both con- 
ducted meetings for the purpose of 
such dialogue. 


Reasoning on this subject should 
be in an irenic spirit. This is whole- 
some and desirable. It is most com- 
mendable that an edited and open 
discussion should be held on this 
subject. No service is rendered any 
cause by a refusal to hear both sides 
of the question or by suppressing of 
facts. Unfortunately, there have been 
two kinds of censorship imposed in 
reference to the Roman Catholic- 
Protestant issue. First is a_ self- 
imposed censorship adopted by Prot- 
estants in their desire not to offend 
their Roman Catholic neighbors. In 
their assumption that neighborliness, 
friendliness and Christian love pre- 
vent any discussion of this subject 
lest it be misinterpreted as an at- 
tack, they are doing a great dis- 
service to the cause and actually 
are imposing a_ censorship far 
more harmful than that imposed by 
the Roman Catholic Church. The 
second kind of censorship is that 
brought about by certain elements in 
the Roman Catholic Church who 
label everything critical of Roman- 
ism as “offensive,” or “intolerant” 
or “unbrotherly.” This element even 
instigates boycotts of those who 
speak or act against the dogmas and 
practices of the Roman Catholic 
Church. By way of illustration, we 
may refer to the incident reported in 








Time magazine of a boycott initiated 
against Mr. Earl M. Hillman of the 
Maine legislature who cast the de- 
ciding vote against granting a state 
subsidy to the transportation of pu- 
pils in parochial schools. Boycott 
was instigated against a dairy firm 
bearing his name, although he had 
no financial interest in it. As a result, 
the Hillman name had to be painted 
out of all trucks and advertising of 
the dairy. The action was carried 
over to the son of Mr. Hillman so 
that he: was compelled within a few 
weeks to sell his business. When this 
kind of boycott is extended to news- 
papers and businesses, as it is, it 
brings a certain amount of concern 
to thinking people. 

We should accept the honesty and 
integrity of Roman Catholic candi- 
dates for office who declare their 
personal belief in the separation of 
church and state, their affirmation 
of the illegality of giving aid to paro- 
chial schools, their repudiation of 
any desire to send an ambassador to 
the Vatican, and similar controver- 
sial subjects. When Al Smith was 
running for the presidency, he was 
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asked what he would do about the 
papal encyclical, Immortale Dei. He 
declared that he had never heard of 
it. Such was undoubtedly true. Let 
there be no aspersions upon the in- 
tegrity of any individual man. 

The discussion will necessarily 
raise certain issues which sometimes 
invoke unpleasant memories. For 
instance, the statement by Monsignor 
Lally that the attitude of opposition 
to the election of a Roman Catholic 
president reflects “dispositions al- 
ready pretty well set, especially 
among evangelicals.” It should be 
said about those of us who are 
evangelicals that our inquiry does 
not arise from such disposition. It 
rises from the dogmatic grounds and 
the implications both in evangelical 
theology and the Roman Catholic 
position. Both of these are rather set 
but none is so intransigent as the 
Roman Catholic. In the last decade 
four books have been written by Ro- 
man Catholic authors on the subject 
of unity between Protestants and 
Rome. They are: One and Holy, by 
Karl Adam; The Christian Dilemma 
by W. H. Van de Pol; One Shepherd: 
The Problem of Christian Reunion, 
by Charles Boyer; and The Catholic 
Approach to _ Protestantism, by 
George H. Tavard. Although all of 
these authors are keenly burdened 
about the problem of division within 
Christendom and the desirability of 
unity between Protestantism and Ro- 
manism, nevertheless they all come 
out on the same note, that is, that 
the complete body of Roman dogma 
must become the basis for such unity 
and cooperation. This illustrates the 
intransigence of the Roman position. 


We should also remember that 
there are “historic forces” which 
have set the predisposition of evan- 
gelicals, as Monsignor Lally says. 
These historic forces include the use 
of force to liquidate Protestantism in 
the lowlands of Europe under the 
Duke of Alva which caused the 
martyrdom of 60,000 people, the 
massacre of St. Bartholomew’s day 
and the subsequent exile of the 
French Huguenots, the fires of 
Smithfield in England, the Thirty 
Years’ War under Tilley and Wal- 
lenstein waged forcibly to reconvert 
the Protestant areas of Europe to 
Rome, the present total suppression 
of Protestantism in Spain, the perse- 
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cutions in Colombia (which have 
been documented by the Evangelical 
Foreign Missions Association in the 
United Evangelical Action) and the 
discrimination in Italy against Prot- 
estants, which is contrary to the con- 
stitution and which is based upon 
the concordat made by Mussolini in 
1929 but which legally is invalidated. 

Therefore it is necessary for us to 
examine the official teachings of a 
church which will permit no diver- 
gence from its dogma. We often hear 
the argument that the American Ro- 
man Catholic Church is different 
from the church in Spain, or Colom- 
bia, or Italy (Cf. Monsignor Lally 
in U.S. News & World Report). It 
should be remembered that a very 
definite attempt was made by a group 
of American Roman Catholics, led 
by Cardinal Gibbons and including 
Archbishops Ireland, Keane and 
Kain, and Msgr. O’Connell, in the 
decade from 1890 to 1899 to Ameri- 
canize the Roman Catholic Church 
and infuse it with the American 
spirit of democracy but that this was 
unconditionally condemned by Pope 
Leo XIII and immediately terminated 
all such efforts. 

The authority for every Roman 
Catholic is vested in the hierarchy 
of the Church which is accountable 
to and must yield submission and 
obedience to the Pope. There is no 
use claiming that American Catholi- 
cism is different from world Catholi- 
cism. If we want to know what will 
happen if a Roman Catholic Ameri- 
ca ensues, we must understand the 
official teaching of universal Roman 
Catholicism. When we have under- 
stood that, if America wants the 
system, that is America’s decision 
but if and when the decision is made 
it should be an intelligent one with 
an understanding of the result. 


Il. RELIGION — 
DOES RELIGION AFFECT 
ONE'S POLITICS? 


It is necessary to raise the ques- 
tion, Does religion make a difference 
in one’s life? The answer is, religion 
makes a great difference. Man can- 
not think or act in a vacuum. The 
intellectual and spiritual concepts we 
hold will reach into every realm of 
life. Our philosophy ultimately gov- 
erns our conduct. Man may not 
compartmentalize the areas of life 


and declare that his religion is his 
private affair and has nothing to do 
with his public office. Bishop James 
A. Pike of the Episcopal diocese of 
San Francisco advances the argu- 
ment that a Mennonite would be dis- 
qualified to serve as Minister of De- 
fense because he is a pacifist by 
religion, that a Christian Scientist 
would be disqualified as Minister of 
Health, Education and Welfare be- 
cause of his presuppositions in 
reference to the use of medicine and 
doctors. And in like manner, it is 
legitimate to ask whether a Roman 
Catholic is disqualified to serve in a 
certain political office because of his 
religious views which prejudice him 
in a certain direction. We must not 
raise a religious test for a candidate 
for office but we cannot ignore his 
philosophical commitments which 
may disqualify him for a particular 
office. 


It is a legitimate question to ask, 
Is a Protestant controlled in political 
action? There is no body of teaching, 
such as canon law in the Roman 
Catholic Church, which controls the 
political, educational and professional 
life of a Protestant. A Protestant is 
independent, autonomous and re- 
sponsible to Christian revelation as 
interpreted and applied by himself 
under the right of private judgment. 
Though there still remain Protestant 
State Churches in Europe, the con- 
cept of a State Church is repugnant 
to American Protestantism. The 
American Protestant tradition has 
erected a wall of separation between 
church and state. This is stated in 
Article I of the Bill of Rights and 
was interpreted by Thomas Jefferson 
in his letter to the Danbury Baptist 
Association: “I contemplate with 
sovereign reverence that act of the 
whole American people which de- 
clared that their legislatures should 
‘make no law respecting an establish- 
ment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof,’ thus building 
a wall of separation between church 
and state.” This position has been 
supported by the United States Su- 
preme Court in several decisions. In 
the case of Everson vs. Board of 
Education, 330 U.S. 1, it was de- 
clared, “The ‘establishment of re- 
ligion’ clause of the first amendment 
means at least this: Neither a state 
nor the federal government can set 
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“Adult Catholics ought to expect that in an expression of Protestant 
and Jewish views they will find half-truths and much misinformation.” 
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up a church. Neither can pass laws 
which aid one religion, aid all re- 
ligions, or prefer one religion over 
another. Neither can force nor influ- 
ence a person to go to or to remain 
away from church against his will or 
force him to profess a belief or dis- 
belief in any religion. No person can 
be punished for entertaining or pro- 
fessing religious beliefs or disbeliefs, 
for church attendance or non at- 
tendance. 

“No tax in any amount, large or 
small, can be levied to support any 
religious activities or institutions, 
whatever they may be called, or 
whatever form they may adopt to 
teach or practice religion. Neither a 
state nor the federal government can, 
openly or secretly, participate in the 
affairs of any religious organizations 
or groups and vice versa. In the 
words of Jefferson, the clause against 
the establishment of religion by law 
was intended to erect ‘a wall of sepa- 
ration between church and state.’ ” 

In the case of McCollum vs. Board 
of Education, 333 U.S. 203, the 
concurring opinion of Justice Felix 
Frankfurter declared, “Separation 
means separation, not something 
less. Jefferson’s metaphor in describ- 
ing the relation between the church 
and state speaks of a ‘wall of separa- 
tion’ not of a fine line easily over- 
stepped ... . ‘The great American 
principle of eternal separation’— 
Elihu Root’s phrase bears repetition 
—is one of the vital influences of 
our constitutional system for assuring 
unities among our people stronger 
than our diversities. It is the court’s 
duty to enforce this principle in its 
fulk integrity.” Thus we see that the 
traditional American position is that 
of entire separation between church 
and state. 

It is also legitimate to ask, Is the 
Roman Catholic controlled in his 
political position? Here we must con- 
sider the official teaching of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church as opposed 
to statements of individual Roman 
Catholics. The official position of the 
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church is contained in the encyclicals 
of the popes and in the canon law. 
The canon law consists of the rules 
which govern doctrine and discipline. 
Though every church has rules to 
govern its members and ministers, 
in Protestant churches these are sub- 
ject to the laws of the state. Not so 
with Roman Catholic law. The Cath- 
olic Encyclopaedia states, “In cases 
of direct contradiction (between 
church and state) making it impos- 
sible for both jurisdictions to be exer- 
cised, the jurisdiction of the church 
prevails and that of the state ex- 
cluded.” Hence, Roman Catholics in 
prominent positions are reminded of 
their duty according to canon law 
and directed to abide by it, whether 
they are legislators, judges, physicians, 
teachers or nurses. If bills are passed 
contrary to Roman Catholic dogma, 
judges are admonished not to hand 
down decisions permitting them to 
be put into effect. This is the specific 
teaching of Francis J. Connell in 
Morals in Politics and Professions, 
published by the Newman Press, 
page 17 and page 33. 


The second source of such official 
teaching consists of the papal en- 
cyclical. These are infallible and un- 
changeable on the doctrine of the 
infallibility of the papacy when de- 
clarations are made ex cathedra. 
Pope Pius IX, in 1864, accompanied 
his encyclical Quanta Cura with the 
Syllabus of Errors in which he stated 
Catholic teachings by listing eighty 
errors that the papacy denies or con- 
demns. One-fourth of these are theo- 
logical and three-fourths are political 
in nature. Pope Pius declared that it 
is an error to affirm that the Church 
has not the power to use force, nor 
has she temporal power, direct or 
indirect. It is an error to hold that 
national churches withdrawn from 
the authority of the Roman Pontiff 
and altogether separated: can be es- 
tablished. It is an error to believe 
that in the case of conflicting laws en- 
acted by two powers, the civil law 


prevails. It is an error to believe that 
every man is free to embrace and 
profess that religion which, guided 
by the light of reason, he shall con- 
sider true. It is an error to affirm 
that the church ought to be separated 
from the state and the state from the 
church. It is an error to believe that 
in the present day it is no longer ex- 
pedient that the Catholic religion 
should be held as the only religion 
of the state, to the exclusion of all 
other forms of worship. It is an 
error to believe that it has been wise- 
ly decided by law in some Catholic 
countries, that persons coming to 
reside therein shall enjoy the public 
exercise of their own peculiar wor- 
ship. 

This teaching of Pope Pius IX 
was confirmed by Pope Leo XIII in 
his encyclical entitled Immortale Dei, 
in the year 1885. Leo condemned 
the state which “believes that it is 
not obliged to make public confes- 
sion of any religion, or to inquire 
which of the very many religions is 
the only true one; or to prefer one 
religion above the rest; or to show 
any form of religion special favor; 
but, on the contrary, is bound to 
grant equal rights to every creed.” 
Leo goes on to condemn as a false 
maxim that all government is nothing 
more or less than the will of the 
people, and the people being under 
the power of itself alone is alone its 
own ruler, that the people have the 
right to think for themselves, to 
publish their own views, to form 
their own personal judgments about 
religion, to exercise the right of pri- 
vate judgment, and to follow their 
own consciences as sole and sufficient 
guide. 

Someone will immediately ask, Is 
this the present teaching of the 
Church? Monsignor Lally has ad- 
mitted that the position of the 
Church does not change on the sub- 
ject of church and state but that the 
political climate changes. It should 
be noted that this position and teach- 
ing is repeated in authoritative books 
of Roman Catholicism today. To 
single out one, we refer to Catholic 
Principles of Politics, by the Right 
Reverend John A. Ryan of the Cath- 
olic University of America and the 
Reverend Dr. Francis J. Boland of 
the University of Notre Dame which 
carried Cardinal Spellman’s imprima- 
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tur. This book says, “Quite distinct 
from the performance of religious 
worship and preaching to the mem- 
bers of an erring sect, is the propa- 
gation of false doctrine among 
Catholics. . . . Against such an evil 
they have the right of protection by 
the Catholic State . . . Error has not 
the same rights as truth. Since the 
profession and practice of error are 
contrary to human welfare, how can 
error have rights. 


“Suppose the constitutional obsta- 
cle to the proscription of non-Cath- 
olics has been legitimately removed 
and they themselves have become 
numerically insignificant; what then 
would be the proper course of action 
for the Catholic State? Apparently, 
the latter State could logically toler- 
ate only such religious activities as 
were confined to the members of the 
dissenting group. It could not permit 
them to carry on general propaganda 
nor accord their organization certain 
principles that had been formerly 
extended to all religious groups, for 
example exemption from taxation.” 


This position is reaffirmed in the 
magazine, Catholic Lawyer, pub- 
lished in the winter of 1960, page 
65: “The idea of the separation of 
Church and State as a ‘wall of sepa- 
ration’ between the Church and the 
State is only a metaphor, a figure of 
speech, a slogan, or a shibboleth 
which is not a part of the American 
tradition of constitutional history. 

“The first amendment was not in- 
tended to divorce religion from gov- 
ernment or to impose government 
neutrality between believers and dis- 
believers, but to meet in a practical 
manner the problems raised by a 
multiplicity of sects by prohibiting 
Congress from adopting any one 
religion. 

“There was no intent on the part 
of the drafter to bar a general sup- 
port of religion by the Federal Gov- 
ernment, and therefore the limitation 
does not prohibit the non-preferential 
expenditure for religious purposes of 
funds raised by Federal taxes. 

“The first amendment does not bar 
preferential treatment of a particular 
religion or sect short of according it 
monopolistic recognition. 

“Thus, since the Constitution pro- 
visions were only for equality 
among believers, the Constitution 
does not in any way guarantee free- 
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dom of nonbelief.” (Non-belief, of 
course, is non-belief of Catholic 
dogma). 

What all this official teaching of 
Rome means when applied to the 
Protestant church is that if Rome 
once becomes dominant in America, 
the Protestant churches will be re- 
duced to sects. If and when the Ro- 
man Catholic religion is recognized 
Officially as the religion of the com- 
monwealth, “no other religion should 
be tolerated.” Protestants could be 
permitted to worship “within the 
family, or in such inconspicuous 
manner as to be an occasion neither 
of scandal nor of perversion to the 
faithful” but they could no longer be 
permitted to propagate their false 
beliefs among Catholics. Is this free- 
dom? Yet Cardinal Richard Cushing, 
speaking in Spokane on the week of 
May 23rd, declared that it is the 
duty of every Catholic to convert 
everybody with whom he comes in 
contact. Already there are, according 
to the Roman Catholic Church, 40,- 
000,000 members of their church in 


Roman Catholic incumbent of office. 
It is legitimate to raise the question, 
then, whether such a candidate for 
office is a captive of a system. We 
had a good illustration of this when 
Mr. Khrushchev came to America 
and talked about peace, friendship 
and co-existence. Upon his return 
to Russia it was immediately realized 
that he was the captive of a system 
and that these terms had to be in- 
terpreted within the Communist dia- 
lectic. When the Paris Summit Con- 
ference came, Mr. Khrushchev was 
compelled, regardless of his personal 
views, to sabotage that conference 
because it did not promise to give 
him and Communism the objectives 
they sought. He was a captive within 
the Communist system. Is it not also 
true that the Roman Catholic is a 
captive within his own system of 
Roman law? We Protestants must 
take care to believe what the Roman 
Catholic authorities declare the 
official Roman Catholic doctrine is. 
We must not impute to them what 
we think Roman Catholic doctrine is 


The attitude of peaceful discussion means that we should 
avoid accusations, charges and emotion. Unfortunately, this 
attitude cannot be assumed by some people, regardless of the 
side of the issue they take, and whoever attempts to discuss 


the matter dispassionately will be accused on both sides. Any 
disagreement will bring forth crank letters and extreme state- 
ments from some people. 


this nation. It is not altogether im- 
probable that at their present rate of 
growth they might become a major- 
ity. If so, does it mean that we Prot- 
estants will have no rights, no liberty, 
no privileges of propagation of our 
faith? 

How does this theory work in 
practice? A candidate for political 
office may repudiate this in all good 
conscience and we do not impugn 
his honesty. But according to Roman 
Catholic teaching his conscience is 
declared to be governed by the 
Church’s authority. In Moral Guid- 
ance, by Edwin F. Healey, published 
by the Loyola University Press, it is 
declared, “A promise under oath to 
do something sinful does not bind at 
all.” If it is against Roman Catholic 
law to perform some action which is 
required by the political law and 
tradition of the state, the oath of an 
incumbent may be abrogated by a 





or what some individual spokesman 
sometimes declares that it is. We 
must not be lulled to sleep by protes- 
tations of separation of church and 
state when this is officially repudi- 
ated by the Roman Catholic Church. 


ll. POLITICS — 
SHOULD RELIGION BE 
CONSIDERED? 

If a candidate is running for office, 
should his religion be considered? If 
the religion he professes grants free- 
dom of action, the answer is no. 
Then it is perfectly proper for him 
to act in accordance with his con- 
science. Conscience is “the judgment 
which one makes about the moral 
goodness or badness of a way of act- 
ing that one now faces.” But, un- 
fortunately, when a Roman Catholic 
speaks about conscience he has a 
captive conscience, or a conscience 
that must be governed by the laws 








of the Roman Catholic Church. Con- 
science is defined within the frame- 
work of Roman Catholic teaching 
rather than in the framework of pri- 
vate judgment. Personal judgment of 
conscience must be set aside if the 
dictates of the Church are contrary 
to it. This raises the concern about 
the possibility of a “good Catholic” 
submitting his conscience to the 
dogma and program of his church. 
What will such an individual do when 
a conflict exists between the Church 
and constitutional law? The answer 
is given by E. F. Healey in the book, 
Moral Guidance (pages 246-249). 
Here the subject of broad mental 
reservation is treated. It is declared 
that it is possible to hide something 
without lying. “For sufficient reason 
we may thus permit others to deceive 
themselves by taking the wrong 
meaning out of what is said, and 
this remains true though the listener, 
because of his ignorance, does not 
know that there is another meaning 
to the word that is employed.” In 
plain words, a man may lie. If a 
person does not understand the lie, 
puts another meaning to the words, 
then it is not considered a lie. 


There are many political situations 
in which this problem arises. There 
is a situation of federal aid to edu- 
cation. The position of the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy has been that the 
parochial schools should share in the 
Federal Aid to Education. Their in- 
fluence has defeated all bills not 
granting this Federal Aid to paro- 
chial schools. Another realm is that 
of foreign aid. Sneak bills at the 
close of the legislative session of 
Congress have been put through 
notably by Congressman McCormack 
which have turned millions of dollars 
over to the Roman Catholic Church. 
One of these was a bill for nearly a 
million dollars to restore the papal 
residence. Another situation is that 
of the spoils system of appointments 
in the Federal government. Experi- 
ence demonstrates that it is quite 
impossible to get any key positions 
in a local government turned over to 
non-Roman Catholics once Roman 
Catholics have occupied positions of 
authority where the appointments 
are made. The possibilities of this in 
the Federal government are simply 
immense. 


Politically, it is necessary to recog- 
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nize that the statement of Church 
authorities such as Ryan and Boland, 
Catholic Principles of Politics, that 
the Roman Church intends to use its 
constitutional liberty to change the 
constitutional guarantee so as to 
deny freedom to non-Romanist 
churches must be accepted at face 
value. This is a dogmatic statement 
of what has been included in the 
encyclicals of the Pope. It is a dis- 
arming thought that a Roman Cath- 
olic America is many years away. 
This should be put aside when we 
face the rate of Roman Catholic 
growth. It is necessary to defend 
Protestant, Jewish and free thinking 
liberty as an essential now, not after 
it is gone. Eternal vigilance is the 
price of liberty. 


lll. THE PRESIDENCY — 
DOES RELIGION 
DISQUALIFY? 

The problem has been raised in 
reference to the presidency in the 
primaries which have been held. The 
American way is to judge a man on 
his merits alone. Yet already we have 
examples to the contrary. In the 
Wisconsin primary there was a solid 
Catholic vote. There was also a 
Protestant vote. This we hold to be 
unfortunate, for a man should stand 
upon his own merits and upon his 
position in great national issues. 
Parallel to this is the inability of a 
mixed marriage to be a success. If 
there were not discriminatory laws 
which put pressure upon the indi- 
vidual members of the marriage, such 
as the Roman Catholic decree non 
timere and the requirements of the 
non-Roman Catholic party to sign a 
paper to bring up the children Ro- 
man Catholics, these mixed mar- 
riages might be a success. But the 
constant interference of the Church 
makes this impossible. It is this offi- 
cial teaching of Rome which inter- 
feres with and spoils what would be 
the normal human relationship. A 
prominent candidate in this coming 
election has already been taken to 
task by several Roman Catholic 
magazines for declaring that he be- 
lieved that whatever his religion was 
in private it could not take preced- 
ence over his oath as President of 
the United States. This immediately 
is evidence of the interference of the 
Roman church upon a particular 
candidate for office. A strong indi- 


vidual candidate might reject or ig- 
nore his church’s teaching, but the 
pressures would always be there for 
him to succumb, especially when 
there is the possibility of excommuni- 
cation for disobedience and such 
excommunication could mean _ the 
loss of his soul. 

The solution for this problem is 
simple. Rome needs only to repudi- 
ate the view of the Syllabus of Er- 
rors and Immortale Dei on the doc- 
trine of church and state. The 
Roman leaders in America need only 
democratize or Americanize the Ro- 
man Catholic Church in this nation. 
Msgr. Lally and Rev. Dr. O’Brien 
know that their statements on sepa- 
ration of church and state do not 
conform with the official teaching of 
the Roman Church. Either they are 
withholding meaning in accordance 
with Catholic Guidance, by Edwin 
F. Healey, or else they sincerely want 
to change Roman Catholic dogma. A 
simple solution would be for the 
American hierarchy to insist on a 
change in the Vatican policy on 
church and state so as to remove the 
cause of controversy. Another help- 
ful solution would be a termination 
of the practice of compulsion and 
control by the use of boycott. Let us 
admit that we have a pluralistic so- 
ciety with a constitutional wall of 
separation between church and state 
and then let the people elect whom 
they will on the basis of his merit 
and his position on national issues. 


The seriousness of the anomalous 
position of indifference on the part 
of Protestants has been recognized 
by the official actions of many of our 
Protestant denominations such as the 
Southern Baptists, the Episcopalian 
bishops articulated by James A. Pike, 
the Presbyterian ministers articulated 
by Ilion Jones, by inter-church or- 
ganizations such as the National 
Associated Evangelicals and others. 
Hence, the opinion expressed in this 
message is not isolated but represents 
a wide segment of American thought 
on a subject which is dividing the 
American people in a time when we 
ought to be reunited. 

Let the church be the church and 
the state be the state. Let the wall 
of separation continue. Let us render 
unto Caesar the things that are 
Caesar’s and to God the things that 
are God’s. 
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Advertisement 


WOULD THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH CHANGE THE CONSTITUTION? 


The First Amendment 
to the Constitution of 
the United States reads: 


A venice CATHOLIC LEADERS claim the Roman 
Catholics of America have no thought of chang- 
ing this amendment, which guarantees religious free- 
dom and separation of church and state. What they 
do not state, and what non-Catholics do not understand, 
is that Catholic leaders have their own interpretation 
of the words “church” ‘and “state” and “separation”, 
and their own interpretation of the First Amendment 
which is a complete distortion of its plain intent. 


Clear proof of the unbridgable gulf between the 
Roman Catholic interpretation of the First Amend- 


“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment 
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; ...” 


ment and that of the United States Supreme Court is 
submitted below. That presenting the Catholic posi- 
tion is a statement quoted verbatim from the Catholic 
Lawyer, issue for the Winter of 1960, which is de- 
scribed as a “correct explanation of the First Amend- 
ment.” It would open the way to appropriation of 
unlimited funds for Catholic schools and for the 
Church itself, declares “preferential treatment” of a 
particular church constitutional, and denies freedom 
of non-belief. The Supreme Court’s position is pre- 
sented in two of that body’s more recent citations 
bearing upon the First Amendment. 


The Catholic Position 


1. The idea of the separation of church 
and state as a “wall of separation” between 
the church and the state is only a meta- 
phor, a figure of speech, a slogan, or a 
shibboleth which is not a part of the Amer- 
ican tradition of constitutional history. 


2. The. First Amendment was not in- 
tended to divorce religion from govern- 
ment or to impose government neutrality 
between believers and disbelievers but to 
meet in a practical manner the problems 
raised by a multiplicity of sects by prohib- 
iting Congress from adopting any one 
religion. 


3. There was no intent on the part of 
the drafter to bar a general support of 
religion by the federal government, and 
therefore the limitation does not prohibit 
the non-preferential expenditure for re- 
ligious purposes of funds raised by federal 
taxes. 


4. The First Amendment does not bar 
preferential treatment of a particular re- 
ligion or sect short of according it monopo- 
listic recognition. 

Thus, since the constitutional provisions 
were only for equality among believers, 
the Constitution does not in any way guar- 
antee freedom of nonbelief. (CATHOLIC 
LAWYER, Winter, 1960, p. 65) 


The Supreme Court’s Position 


The “establishment of religion” clause of the First Amend- 
ment means at least this: Neither a state nor the Federal 
Government can set up a church, Neither can pass laws 
which aid one religion, aid all religions, or prefer one religion 
over another. Neither can force nor influence a person to go 
to or to remain away from church against his will or force 
him to profess a belief or disbelief in any religion. No person 
can be punished for entertaining or professing religious be- 
liefs or disbeliefs, for church attendance or non-attendance. 


No tax in any amount, large or small, can be levied to 
support any religious activities or institutions, whatever they 
may be called, or whatever form they may adopt to teach or 
practice religion. Neither a state nor the Federal Government 
can, openly or secretly, participate in the affairs of any re- 
ligious organizations or groups and vice versa. In the words 
of Jefferson, the clause against establishment of religion by 
law was intended to erect “a wall of separation between 
Church and State.” (EVERSON vs. BOARD OF EDUCA. 
TION, 330 U.S. 1). 


Separation means separation, not something less. Jeffer- 
son’s metaphor in describing the relation between Church 
and State speaks of a “wall of separation” not a fine line 
easily overstepped . . . “The great American principle of 
eternal separation”—Elihu Root’s phrase bears repetition— 
is one of the vital reliances of our Constitutional system for 
assuring unities among our people stronger than our diver- 
sities. It is the Court’s duty to enforce this principle in its 
full integrity, (Concurring opinion of Justice Felix Frank- 
furter in McCOLLUM vs. BOARD OF EDUCATION, 333 
U.S. 203). 





Since the re-interpretation of the First Amendment is a publicly announced target of the Roman Catholic 
Church, every liberty-loving American—Protestant, Roman Catholic or Jewish—should be aware of the serious 
political, social and religious implications of this priority objective of the hierarchy. 


Learn more by sending $1 for trial subscription to CHURCH AND STATE, official publication of POAU. FREE with 
subscription, while supply lasts, booklet, “The Roman Catholic Church and Democracy.” Send $1 and ask for “Offer C” . 
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Freely Ye Have Received 


Freely Give 


by Rev. Fausto Salvoni, Milan, 


Twenty-nine years ago, at the age 
of twenty-two, I was ordained a priest 
by Cardinal Schuster, archbishop of 
Milano, Italy. As I knelt before the 
altar, the ancient prayers of the Ro- 
man Church were recited, my hands 
were anointed with holy oil and 
carefully wrapped in new linen, the 
priestly vestments were placed upon 
my shoulders and a chalice of wine 
and a small dish of unconsecrated 
bread were entrusted to me. Then I 
was marked with the sign of the 
Cross and given the authority to for- 
give sins. I was now fully consecrated 
unto God and to the service of souls. 
I was a Roman Catholic priest. 

After my Doctorate degree in Div- 
inity, I had the rare opportunity of 
studying the Bible in its original 
languages under the guidance of the 
Jesuits in Rome. Later I was sent to 
the seminary for the training of 
priests in Milano, Italy. I taught 
Theology, Bible, Hebrew and Greek. 
In the beginning of each year I had 
to lay my hands upon a copy of the 
Gospels and take the following oath: 
“I swear by these Gospels not to in- 
terpret the Bible by myself with the 
rules of the critic alone, but to inter- 
pret it according to the guide of the 
Roman church, who alone can ex- 
plain the right meaning of the Bible. 
So I swear. May God and these Gos- 
pels help me.” 

However, in my study of the Bible, 
I always sought to compare Scripture 
with Scripture and not by strict ref- 
erence to the oral traditions of the 
Roman Catholic Church. My teach- 
ing, therefore, was not too welcome 
to my immediate superiors. A curious 
example of how my lack of reverence 
for traditions became intolerable to 
the Papal office will illustrate why I 
could not continue in the ministry of 
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the Roman Catholic priesthood. A 
popular tradition throughout Italy 
goes back to the Middle Ages. The 
holy house of Nazareth where the 
angel saluted Mary and told her of 
the nativity of Jesus, according to the 
tradition, was translated by a com- 
pany of angels through the sky to 
Loreto on the Adriatic shore of Italy. 

I contended publicly that such a 
legend was without any historical 
foundation whatsoever. Indeed, the 
bricks used in the house now existing 
in Loreto were made in an oven, 
while in the times of Christ they were 
sun baked. Moreover, the house of 
Loreto has a chimney, while the 
houses of Palestine were devoid of 
any chimney, the smoke escaping 
through the opened doors and win- 
dows. For such reasons, I insisted, 
this Italian tradition was not short of 
gross fabrication. 

But at the time I was refuting this 
tradition it was impossible to escape 
condemnation. An agreement has 
just been obtained from Mussolini by 
Pope Pius XI by which the Church 
sought to make the sanctuary of Lor- 
eto greater than the sanctuary of 
Lourdes, France. By so doing, much 
money would be diverted from 
France to Italy. It was inevitable, 
therefore, that the Pope should com- 
mand that I be condemned for my 
teaching and be removed from my 
position in the seminary. I was sent 
to Treviglio, nearby to Milano. 


MY BIBLE STUDY 


Through persistent Bible studies, 
I soon discovered certain basic errors 
in the doctrinal position of the Ro- 
man Church. These discoveries had 
a more profound effect upon me than 
did all the fabricated traditions I 
had encountered while teaching. Let 





Italy 


me share just a few of these basic 
errors. 

First, I was baptized the same day 
of my birth, the doctor predicting I 
could not live until the next day. But 
I found through my Bible studies 
that the apostles baptized only re- 
pentant believers, not babies. They 
baptized by immersion, I learned, 
and thus symbolized the believer’s 
identification with Christ in His 
death, burial, and resurrection. My 
Roman Catholic baptism, therefore, 
could not have been, so far as my 
studies revealed, a truly Christian 
baptism. 

Secondly, I was taught that as a 
priest with some powers that other 
Christians do not possess I could 
celebrate the Mass and change the 
bread and the wine into the body 
and blood of Jesus Christ. I could 
forgive sins in the name of Jesus. 
But in the Bible I found that all 
Christians are priests in Jesus Christ, 
without any difference between a 
class and another (I Peter 2:5, 9). 


Thirdly, as a priest I was under 
the supervision of the archbishop of 
Milano who in turn was responsible 
directly to the Pope of Rome. Yet in 
the Bible I found that each congre- 
gation was under the leadership of 
several bishops, each completely in- 
dependent of the other. I could find 
no reference to a pope or the papal 
office. This, it appeared, was only a 
human creation devoid of any God- 
given endorsement (I Peter 5:3). 

Fourth, two or three times daily I 
heard people confess their sins and 
generously forgave them all their 
trespasses. Yet here again the Bible 
contradicted my priestly performance; 
for who can forgive sin but God 
only? The apostles never forgave 
men their sins but always pointed 
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repentant sinners to Christ (Acts 
8:22). 

Fifth, each day I celebrated the 
Holy Mass but always with the gnaw- 
ing conviction Christ is not present 
in actual flesh and blood as the Ro- 
man theologians teach. The Scrip- 
tures indicate clearly the manner of 
His presence is spiritual, not physical 
(I Cor. 11:26). I learned, too, that 
the sacrifice of Christ can never be 
repeated except in mockery (Heb. 
10:14). 

Sixth, many times I had to lead 
great processions in honor of the Vir- 
gin holding some relic or image of a 
departed saint. Yet I knew this was 
not the worship God sought from 
His redeemed child (John 4:23-24). 
By such innovations Jesus Christ, the 
only Mediator between God and man, 
is forsaken and often forgotten. 


MY SEPARATION FROM 
ROMANISM 


During these days of Bible study 
the Spirit of God continued to prod 
me with the words of Jesus: “In vain 
do they worship me, teaching as doc- 
trines the precepts of men” (Mat- 
thew 15:9). It was therefore neces- 
sary for me to leave the Roman 
Catholic priesthood, to forsake the 
precepts of men to follow the truth 
I had found in the Holy Scriptures. 
But in Italy this is an extremely dif- 
ficult thing to do because the laws of 
the nation forbid a former priest to 
teach or hold any position in the civil 
branch of the government. I had to 
make a choice between error and 
security on the one hand, and truth 
and hardship on the other. God gra- 
ciously helped me make the right 
choice and I can truthfully testify, 
“Great is Thy faithfulness, O God, 
unto me.” 

I sent my letter of resignation to 
Cardinal Schuster, and he answered 
briefly but firmly: “Because you no 
longer believe all the teaching of the 
Roman Church, you are suspended 
from your duties as a priest. From 
this moment you shall not receive 
any money whatsoever from the Ro- 
man Church.” He concluded his let- 
ter by quoting the words of Jesus to 
Judas: “What you are going to do, 
do quickly.” 

From that moment I began a very 
difficult life. My father and sisters 
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abandoned me as all my liveli- 
hood depended upon whatever trans- 
lation work or teaching I could find. 
But this was exceedingly difficult, for 
as one employer told me: “I am 
happy that you left the priesthood 
and agree with you, but I cannot let 
you work here because of the pres- 
sures coming from the Cardinal. I 
will lose too much business if I let 
you continue.” I learned by experi- 
ence how true are the words of 
Jesus: “Take a good look at the wild 
birds, for they do not sow or reap, 
or store up food in barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father keeps on feed- 
ing them. Are you not worth more 
than they? . . . Look at the Wild 
lilies and learn how they grow. They 
do not toil or spin; but I tell you, not 
even Solomon, in all his gorgeous 
splendor, was ever dressed up like a 
single one of these. Now if God so 
gorgeously dresses the wild grass 
which today is green but tomorrow 
is tossed into the furnace, will He not 
much more surely clothe you, O you 
with little faith? So never worry and 
say, What are we going to have to 
eat? What are we going to have to 
drink? What are we going to have to 
wear? . . . your heavenly Father well 
knows that you need them all. But 
as your first duty keep on looking for 
His standard of doing right, and for 
His will, and then all these things 
will be yours besides” (Matthew 
6:26, 28-33 William). 


NEW CONTACTS 


I left the Roman Church in 1950 
but was alone and hungry for fellow- 
ship with people of like faith in order 
to worship God according to His 
Word. Then one day I had the good 
fortune of meeting a Christian gentle- 
man from the city of Rome who 
earnestly encouraged me to contact 
the Church of Christ in Milano. This 
was a new congregation and the pas- 
tor received me most graciously. He 
heard my testimony, sensed my deep 
longing for fellowship, and encour- 
aged me in my determination to serve 
the Lord Jesus Christ. I was baptized 
and taken into the warm fellowship 
of these Bible-believing Christian 
people. 

Opposition from Roman Catholic 
quarters was immediate and violent. 
My preaching was extensive because 





I was fluent in three languages. These 
preaching missions took me to Aus- 
tria, Germany, Switzerland, France 
and Belgium, and finally into the 
United States. For this reason the 
bishop of Padova felt compelled to 
preach a sermon against me declar- 
ing I was “a wolf in sheep’s clothing.” 
He frequently succeeded in closing 
the doors of meeting halls after it had 
been announced I would preach. 
Upon one occasion in Rome we were 
forbidden to conduct our worship 
service or preach. A large contingent 
of police was dispatched to the scene 
with strict orders to enforce this 
prohibition, consequently we went 
outside of the city limits to conduct 
our services. Upon another occasion 
in the town of Aprilia we were 
threatened by intoxicated young men 
from the Catholic Action organiza- 
tion who threw rocks through plate 
glass windows and shouted: “If you 
come back tomorrow night we will 
kill you.” By the grace of God we 
did return to preach once again the 
saving truth of the Gospel of Christ. 

As the Scriptures show so we dis- 
covered, the church grows when un- 
der persecution. Is this little town of 
Aprilia we now have a good congre- 
gation worshipping the Lord and 
bearing witness to their townspeople. 
Thirty-four such congregations are 
scattered through the villages of Italy 
and people everywhere give evidence 
of a genuine thirst for the simplicity 
of the Gospel of grace. To them and 
the vast multitude of yet unreached 
souls, I dedicate all of my life and 
labors. 


McGUFFEY'S READERS 


After a long and costly search, reprints of 
the original 1879 revised editions of the 
famous McGuffey’s Readers have been com- 
pleted and you can now purchase exact 
copies at the following low prices POSTPAID: 


Ist Reader..... $2.50 4th Reader..... 50 
2nd Reader..... 75 Sth Reader..... 75 
3rd Reader..... 6th Reader..... $4.25 


STOP SMOKING! 

8 
BANISH THE CRAVING FOR TOBACCO! 
The easily applied method explained in “THE 
SMOKING HABIT” by Wodehouse will enable 
‘ou to quickly and positively rid yourself of the 
Tebases Habit. Read this book through. You'll 
enjoy it, and if you don’t give up smoking, you 
[oe your money back and no questions asked. 

‘ostpaid only $1.00. 

NEW LIFE Dept. CO-96 Rowan, lowa 








ra 








What can Protestants and Protes- 
tant Churches do to present a strong 
evangelical witness in an American 
society in which Roman Catholics 
constitute a strong minority popula- 
tion? What can Protestants do as they 
face up to the growing political pow- 
er of the Roman Catholic hierarchy? 
And what methods may we use as 
Christians to strengthen our own 
cause, maintain our own freedom, 
and present our Gospel? 

What we can do will depend, of 
course, in part upon what we believe 
we ought to do. Are we also inter- 
ested in power politics, in dominating 
and controlling government and so- 
cial and economic institutions? Or 
are we primarily interested in a strong 
spiritual life within the individual, so 
that transformed individuals will of 
their own initiative and purpose seek 
to guide our governmental and social 
institutions? Some of the methods 
used by the Roman hierarchy, as we 
have learned of them from our fellow 
believers in various parts of the 
United States, Canada and other 
countries, are for us out of the ques- 
tion. It may be that we could not use 
them if we would. But surely we also 
would not use them if we could and 


‘still maintain our evangelical and 


Biblical character. Truth and right 
must be preserved and promoted. 
But it must always be preserved and 
promoted only by honorable methods, 
honorable in the light of our New 
Testament authority. 


THE STRENGTH OF 
PROTESTANT ACTION 


One question posed in this discus- 
sion is this one. Is the strength of 
Protestant action relative to the de- 
gree our churches realize an organi- 
zational unity and are able to express 


16 


an authoritative Protestant word 
upon moral and legislative matters? 
Our own personal answer is that it is 
possible both to overestimate and al- 
so to underesti..ate the importance 
of organizational unity in Protestant- 
ism. We neither believe that a united 
Protestantism would solve most of 
our problems, nor that on the other 
hand we ought to discount the im- 
portance of some kind of united Prot- 
estant action. We may well acknowl- 
edge that as over against one totali- 
tarian Roman Catholic Church. We 
may to some degree suffer under the 
handicap of our divisions and also 
the handicap of our democratic and 
representative procedures, ere we 
come to the point of united action. 
The true strength of the Church of 
Jesus Christ is, however, not depend- 
ent upon centralization of direction 
or the temporal power which central- 
ization can command, but upon the 
transformed life of redeemed men 
and women. Apparent strength of ac- 
tion in temporal affairs might only 
mask real inner spiritual weakness. 
The true and native strength of Prot- 
estant witness and action has from its 
beginning resided in the faithfulness 
and courage of convinced and com- 
mitted men and women. At any rate, 
organizational unity is not a present 
reality in Protestantism, and we had 
best co: ~ider what action Protestant- 
ism as it is presently constituted can 
take in the present hour. 

The strength of Protestant action 
must be rooted in the ground of the 
Reformation principles. This means 
that our strength and our action de- 
pends upon a clear understanding of 
who and what we are. We are Prot- 
estant Christians. We neither want to 
be nor can be other than Protestants, 
with our roots in the Reformation. 


PROTESTANT ACTION 


Had Protestants as a whole been truer 
to their Reformation heritage, both 
doctrinally and ecclesiastically, we 
had been in a better position of 
strength and of leadership today. The 
Reformation was born in and pro- 
ceeded by means of a heralding of re- 
discovered New Testament truth. We 
cannot think of the Reformation 
apart from the picture of all kinds 
of literature, books, tracts, pamphlets, 
leaflets distributed and sown wide- 
spread throughout all of Europe. The 
Reformers used every means at their 
disposal for the proclamation and 
publication of the rediscovered gos- 
pel of grace for which they were will- 
ing to sacrifice their all. Protestants 
must again engage in a spirited and 
prolonged debate and presentation of 
their doctrines to insure their survival. 
The desire and drive to proclaim and 
publish our message is a part of our 
heritage. Yet, unfortunately, the Ro- 
man Church and the sects have made 
greater use of the printed page to dis- 
seminate their distinctive doctrines 
than have many of the old-line Prot- 
estant de.iominations. We _ should 
carry the themes of the Reformation 
somehow not only into our pulpits, 
but into religious journals and secular 
journals, into study groups and pub- 
lic forums. The Knights of Columbus 
choose to explain the teachings of 
Rome through the public press. It is 
our high privilege also to present and 
explain the truth of the Gospel in 
every possible public forum. Millions 
of Protestants as well as Roman 
Catholics and the unchurched masses 
come short today of understanding 
the historic Protestant doctrines of 
the authority and sufficiency of the 
Scriptures, the sole Saviourhood and 
Lordship of Jesus Christ, justification 
by grace through faith, and the 


CHRISTIAN HERITAGE 








THROUGH THE CHURCH 


by LOUIS H. BENES 


priesthood of every believer. The 
medieval man listened to these “new” 
doctrines spellbound. And it is a fact 
that many an unchurched or former 
Roman Catholic listens to them to- 
day with far more amazement and 
appreciation than many of our nomi- 
nal and lifetime Protestants. We have 
very poorly exploited either the glory 
or the power of the centralities of the 
Gospel in our Protestant heritage. 
Yet the mood of the moment offers 
us the opportunity we have not had 
for a long time to be heard when we 
thus speak. We need to find various 
devices for symbolizing our particu- 
lar as well as general Protestant tra- 
ditions, in order that our own people 
may sense their living relationship to 
the Christian past and cherish their 
own living tradition. We have at hand 
the continuing opportunity to com- 
memorate Reformation events. We 
must renew every effort to re-educate 
our own people. 


THE PROTESTANT WITNESS 
TO CATHOLICISM 


We ought at the same time give 
attention to working out ways of ap- 
proach to individual Roman Catho- 
lics, particularly the nominal Roman 
Catholics. George Tavard, in his “The 
Catholic Approach to Protestantism,” 
openly reveals the methods Roman 
Catholics propose to use to guide 
Protestantism back to Rome. He lists 
such methods as generating an ap- 
propriate mood in which to make 
the approach, urging understanding 
rather than condemnation; secondly, 
the use of the idea that all of the 
churches claim some continuity, in 
spite of historical breaks, with the 
undivided church of the early cen- 
turies; thirdly, convincing Protestants 
that Roman Catholic doctrines and 
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Protestant doctrines can be recon- 
ciled; fourthly, the development and 
training of a group of Catholic ecu- 
menists who will devote themselves 
to the reunion of separated Chris- 
tians; and fifthly, enlisting people of 
various Christian communities to 
work together cooperatively to cen- 
sor all media of communication to 
make sure that nothing any of them 
regards as uncharitable or critical of 
his religion appears therein. 


Why should not Protestants also 
set aside certain dedicated persons to 
study, discover and work out tested 
ways of approach, especially and at 
least to those nominal Roman Catho- 
lics who may in reality be groping 
for a more satisfying faith than they 


‘have found found in the Roman com- 


munion? We ought to welcome and 
encourage, and I mention this only 
in passing, every trend within the 
Roman Catholic Church toward re- 
newed interest in and study of the 
Bible. Whatever may be the motives 
or methods of such study in the Ro- 
man Church, we believe that the 
Word of God is still “the sword of 
the spirit.” 


Intelligent and effective Protestant 
witness and action must be based 
upon realism concerning the intran- 
sigent character of Roman Catholi- 
cism, unless and until we see some 
significant evidence to the contrary. 
The hopeful but unfounded dreams 
of some wishful Protestants concern- 
ing Rome’s supposed interest in a 
possible “reunion,” apart from the 
return of all Protestants to her bosom, 
are likely to sap much of our poten- 
tial strength and purpose. We should 
be very wary of the policies of ap- 
peasement and limited cooperation in 
good causes, since many who call for 
such “understanding” and “coopera- 


tion” actually advocate silence con- 
cerning all controversial issues. There 
is a form of tolerance that is a re- 
fusal to face the facts and a denial 
of the truth. We must not be fright- 
ened into silence either by direct or 
subtle pressures. Let us insist on the 
maintenance of the right of respon- 
sible religious discussion in the pub- 
lic press as well as in every area of 
our life as an essential part of our 
freedom of speech. There is some 
hope that we will be able to do this, 
both on the doctrinal and the politi- 
cal level. Our greatest enemies here 
are complacency, a false security, 
and a mistaken idea of tolerance. All 
of us need to be better informed and 
educated, but we will need first of all 
to rid ourselves of our prejudice 
against openly, fully and frankly dis- 
cussing the basic religious differences 
between Rome and the Reformation 
Churches. 


A RESURGENT 
PROTESTANTISM 


This also, as well as an approach 
to individual Roman Catholics men- 
tioned earlier, calls for a thorough 
reindoctrination of all of us in our 
distinctive doctrinal heritage as Prot- 
estants. The Protestant Churches 
have given a great deal of attention 
to united action in social and eco- 
nomic areas, but very little to discov- 
ering the largest amount of theologi- 
cal agreement among them. Some 
larger and more representative group 
of the best minds of Protestantism 
could well gather for a period of 
months behind closed doors, detach- 
ed from the world, as someone has 
suggested, to draw up some kind of 
“Magna Charta” of Protestant posi- 
tions, based upon our Reformation 
heritage. A strong statement of this 
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of my life!’ 


“Ten years ago I answered an ad such as the 
one you are now reading. As a result, I went 
to work for John Rudin. These 10 years 
have been the most fruitful of my entire life. 
Speaking with earnest Christian parents, 
about the important matter of training up 
their children in God’s way, has given me 
the satisfaction of knowing I have had a part 
in building Christian homes. 

“Today, I am Book oF LIFE Eastern Man- 
ager, working with full and part-time repre- 
sentatives who have improved their financial 
positions and are finding real joy in THE 
Book OF LIFE PLAN. I doubled my income 
the first year with Rudin, and my earnings 
have increased substantially ever since.” 

—Carl Edelman 


Couple finds Rudin plan very 
rewarding in service and pay 


“John Rudin & Co. has 
given us, as a team, the 
most wonderful oppor- 
tunity for service we have 
ever experienced. Jesus 
sent the disciples out in 
teams. It’s very effective 
in this work, too. 

Our earnings have 
been real steady and re- 
warding. In a recent month, we earned 
$1200.00—Mr. and Mrs. O. T. Jacobs 


Pastor reads ad... blessings, 
checks and gratitude follow 


Rev. Norman L. Ham- 
mers writes, “I shall ever 
be grateful to God for 
the fine Christian woman 
who gave me a clipping 
of the ad that started 
me on my way with THE 
Book OF LIFE. Every day 
is a day of deep spiritual 

: satisfaction as I go into 
the field to share with others that which 
gives me untold, genuine blessings. It is in 
deep humility that I praise the Lord for His 
daily help. The check today came as a real 
booster to our family.” 
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kind could make for a new sense of 
unity, strength and courage. 


It may be, however, that as we 
look at the American scene today we 
will need to conclude that Rome’s 
advances in American life have not 
been because they have made any 
real or successful challenge to the 
Christian truths discovered in the 
Reformation. Her success is rather 
to have been confined quite largely 
to her mundane yet practical policies 
with regard to the encouragement of 
large families, her careful provision 
for the religious education of her own 
children, and her strenuous demands 
with regard to mixed marriages, as 
well as her benefit from large-scale 
immigration for a considerable num- 
ber of years from southern European 
Roman Catholic countries. It is just 
possible that the real issue between 
the Roman Catholic and Protestant 
groups in our country will not be 
waged on the high level of doctrinal 
discussion but on the level of mathe- 
matics. Protestants ought to give quite 
serious concern about any programs 
which are bound to create a still 
larger unbalance in the proportionate 
increases in our population. 


If Protestantism is going to be able 
to maintain itself as over against a 
resurgent Roman Catholicism, we 
will need among other things to do a 
better job in our great urban centers 
and in a more Christian treatment of 
the Negro. We must reverse a tend- 


ce 


Please Enter Subscription for 


NIN i ch rr tor naarccosnrlninoenet 


Donor's Name 


Address 
[] Check enclosed 


CHRISTIAN HERITAGE. . 
Subscription Blank 


I sissies isc tact eat a secrete a ee ett 


(PLEASE PRINT) 


sa Salada et ee eee 
aaa intainnia orto 
pices i Zone ........... State 
C) #Bill me 


(50c additional per year outside the U.S. A.) 


BOX 925, SEA CLIFF, N. Y. 


ency toward becoming a middle- 
class white group of churches. We 
shall need to, on the social and eco- 
nomic level, express less of the exclu- 
sivism and more of the universalism 
of the Gospel. It may be that we shall 
find that more people are won to 
Christ and His Church by His gra- 
cious love incarnate in our lives than 
by a strong proclamation of the full 
New Testament Gospel, although 
these are not to be set over against 
one another, and there is full Scrip- 
tural warrant for them always be- 
longing together. We will need, how- 
ever, to give attention not only to 
what we are preaching and teaching 
but to how we are preaching and 
teaching! 

The Reformation, let us remember, 
was in reality a revival of New Testa- 
ment Christianity. We need this con- 
tinuing reformation, this continuing 
revival, that we may show to the 
world, as Dr. John Mackay has said, 
what it means to be a true Christian 
man. Through faith in God—the God 
and Father of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ—and in obedience to 
Jesus Christ our Lord, we journey on. 
Wherever that faith and obedience 
leads us, we are ready to follow. 

The Rev. Louis H. Benes, D.D., 
is editor of The Church Herald, 
official organ of the Reformed 
Church in America, and was a 
participant in our Protestant 
Council on Roman Catholicism 
last April. 
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ARE NON-CATHOLICS 
HEADED FOR HELL? 


YOU HEAR 
STRANGE 
THINGS... 


PART | 


The Supreme Council of the 
Knights of Columbus has had phe- 
nomenal success in their advertise- 
ments carrying the eye-catching title, 
“You hear strange things about 
Catholics.” The implication behind 
all these ads is that many non- 
Catholics are guilty of disseminating 
falsehood about the Roman Catholic 
Church, and that when the official 
teaching of the Church of Rome is 
examined one will discover how 
utterly ridiculous such rumors are. 
It is imperative, therefore, that 
American non-Catholics analyze the 
logical steps which the Roman 
Catholic author follows in preparing 
these Knights of Columbus articles. 
We herein examine one which raises 
the question: “Are non-Catholics 
headed for hell?” 

The writer of this particular ad- 
vertisement declares it is a false 
claim to assert the Roman Catholic 
Church teaches non-Catholics go to 
hell, but he fails to present a single 
piece of evidence to substantiate his 
position. The only sign of reasonable- 
ness he present is to say “it would 
be a pity if such was the teaching” 
of the Roman Church since “one out 
of every five Americans is a Roman 
Catholic.” But let us examine more 
closely the logic behind this “strange 
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thing’—for it is indeed a doctrine 
foreign to the revealed Word of God 
which declares salvation is deter- 
mined by one’s membership in a 
Roman church. 

The author begins with the “ru- 
mor”: “You hear it said that Cath- 
olics believe all non-Catholics are 
headed for hell . . .” Presuming that 
this first statement is false, the writer 
wants his reader to draw the false 
conclusion: it is not true that Roman 
Catholics believe that all non- 
Catholics are headed for Hell. 

Once the non-Catholic reader has 
been deceived into believing that this 
conclusion is false, the writer, ap- 
pealing to the reader’s sense of 
American sportsmanship and _fair- 
play, wants him to admit next: any- 
thing coming from non-Catholic 
sources is always colored by preju- 
dice and bigotry, and for that reason 
is a tissue of half-truths or just plain 
falsehoods. Therefore non-Catholic 
Americans will never be able to rid 
themselves of the crass and supine 
ignorance that they have about things 
Roman Catholic. 

The truth of the matter is that not 
only Protestants find it difficult to 
determine the precise teaching of the 
Roman Catholic Church regarding 
the future of non-Catholic souls, but 
even among their own theologians in 
America and Europe there is much 
confusion and disagreement on the 
question. 


Pius IX Caused the 


Confusion 


We are firmly convinced, how- 
ever, that Pius IX is chiefly respon- 
sible for this misunderstanding about 
salvation outside of the Roman 
Catholic Church. Pius IX, in his 





Allocution “Singulari Quadam” of 
1854, made this important declara- 
tion which has led to all this confu- 
sion: 

“By all means, it must be held 
on faith that outside of the Roman 
Apostolic Church no one is able to 
be saved, that this is the one and 
only ark of salvation, and that he 
who does not enter into it will perish 
in the flood, still, however, it must 
be equally held as certain that those 
who suffer ignorance of the true 
religion, if this be invincible, are not 
for this reason guilty in the eyes of 
the Lord.” 

Roman Catholic.  theolo- 
gians, pouncing quickly on the ap- 
parent exception contained in the 
second part of Pius IX’s utterance 
blandly inform American non- 
Catholics that there is a possibility of 
salvation for non-Catholics who are 
invincibly ignorant because they be- 
long to the “soul of the Church,” 
or have, at least, an “implicit desire” 
to belong to it. 


Citations from Roman 
Catholic Authorities 


To illustrate, we cite the following 
three Roman Catholic authorities: 

Spirago: “The majority of men 
who have been brought up in heresy 
think that they belong to the true 
Church; their error is not due to 
hatred of God. A man who leads a 
good life and has the love of God in 
his heart, really belongs to the 
Church, and such a one is saved, 
not by his heresy, but by belonging 
to the Church. . . . They do not 
belong to the body of the Church, 
that is, they are not externally in 
union with the Church, but they are 
of the soul of the Church, i.e., they 
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have the sentiments which the mem- 
bers of the Church should have.” 

Deharbe: “Such as are heretics 
without their own fault, but sincerely 
search after the truth, and in the 
meantime do the will of God to the 
best of their knowledge, although 
they are separated from the body, 
remain, however, united to the soul 
of the Church, and partake of her 
grace.” 

The official letter of the Holy See 
on this question, which was issued in 
condemnation of Father Leonard 
Feeney of Boston, who held for a 
strict literal interpretation of the dic- 
tum, “outside the Roman Catholic 
Church there is no salvation,” reads 
as follows: 

“Now, among those things which 
the Church has always preached and 
will never cease to preach is con- 
tained also that infallible statement 
by which we are taught that there 
is no salvation outside the Church. 
However, this dogma must be under- 
stood in that sense in which the 
Church herself understands it .. . 
that one may obtain eternal salva- 
tion, it is not always required that he 
be incorporated into the Church 
actually as a member, but it is neces- 
sary that at least he be united to 
her by desire and longing . . . this 
desire need not always be explicit 

. when a person is involved in 
invincible ignorance, God accepts 
also an implicit desire .. .”” 


Criticism of 
Pius IX's Declaration 


First of all, let us comment on 
the words of Pius IX, contained in 
his Allocution of 1854. If salvation 
is found exclusively in the Roman 
Catholic Church, then it is not found 
outside of it. Thus, if the first part 
of the quotation is true, then the 
other is false; or vice versa. And 
since they are so diametrically op- 
posed to each other, both cannot be 
true at the same time without doing 
violence to the principle of contra- 
diction. 

Secondly, when Pius IX issued his 
Allocution of 1854, he engaged in a 
nice bit of papal doubletalk. For in 
the first part of his declaration he 
“infallibly” laid down a de fide (on 
faith) dogma beginning with the 
words “By all means, it must be held 
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on faith . . .” etc.; in the second part, 
he merely stated a theological certain 
opinion containing these words: 


“still, however, it must be equally 
held as certain that those who suffer 
ignorance . . .” etc. 


The Glaring Error of 
Roman Catholic Authors 


And it is precisely here where the 
above-cited Roman Catholic apolo- 
gists err miserably. They failed to 
observe the distinction between the 
de fide pronouncement and the theo- 
logical certain opinion found in Pius 
IX’s Allocution. By seizing immedi- 
ately Pius IX’s theological certain 
opinion, they dishonestly try to palm 
it off to the general American public 
as being his infallible teaching. 

Thus the following erroneous im- 
pression is foisted upon the minds of 
people: that the Roman Catholic 
Church truly teaches there is a pos- 
sibility of salvation for those non- 
Catholics who are in “good faith,” 
or in “invincible ignorance” of the 
Roman Catholic Church, or who at 
least have an “implicit desire” to 
belong to it. They will supposedly 
be saved because they belong to the 
“soul” of the church. 


Restudy of 
Dogmatics Necessary 


However, it is obvious that many 
of these Roman Catholic authorities 
need to restudy their own theological 
textbooks in order to relearn the 
true distinction between a de fide 
dogma and a_ theological certain 
opinion. According to Roman Cath- 
olic dogmatics, a theological certain 
opinion is a certain opinion and 
nothing more. As long as it is re- 
garded as such by the Roman Cath- 
olic Church no amount of Jesuitical 
juggling can controvert a theological 
certain opinion into a de fide teach- 
ing of the Roman Church. Only the 
Pope can do this because he is sup- 
posed to be infallible. But no Pope, 
not even Pius IX, has ever done this 
concerning this vital question. 


Our Observations 


Finally, in their haste to deceive 
the American public, Roman Cath- 
olic theologians commit two blunders 
regarding Pius IX’s remarks: 

1. They overstate the position of 


Pius IX, that is, they make Pius IX 
say more than he has said. In other 
words, Pius IX does not say: still, 
however, it must be equally held on 
FAITH that those non-Catholics who 
are in good faith, or in invincible 
ignorance, or who have an implicit 
desire to belong to the true church; 
are saved; BUT HE DOES SAY: 
“still, however, it must be equally 
HELD AS CERTAIN that those who 
suffer ignorance of the true religion, 
if this be invincible, are not for this 
reason guilty in the eyes of the Lord.” 

2. Since the second part of Pius 
IX’s statement is a theological cer- 
tain opinion, they failed to inform 
the public that the contrary of this 
dictum may likewise be true and 
valid; namely: “still, however, it 
must be equally held as certain that 
those who suffer ignorance of the 
true religion, if this be invincible, 
ARE GUILTY in the eyes of the Lord.” 


Pius IX and Pius XIl 
Give Correct 
De Fide Teaching 


Now both Pius LX, on two subse- 
quent occasions, and Pius XII de- 
scribe in the clearest terms as to who 
truly belongs to the Roman Catholic 
Church, and what is necessary for 
full and explicit membership in the 
Roman Church. 

1. On August 10, 1863, in his 
Encyclical “Quanto Conficiamur 
Moerore” to the Italian Bishops, 
Pius IX defined de fide: “But the 
Catholic dogma is also well known, 
that no one, to be sure, outside of 
the Catholic Church can be saved, 
and that those who are firm against 
the authority, definitions of the same 
church, and those who perseveringly 
remain separated from the unity of 
the same Church and from the Ro- 
man Pontiff, the successor of Peter, 
to whom was entrusted by the Sa- 
viour the care of the vineyard, can- 
not obtain eternal salvation.” 


2. In his Syllabus of Errors of 
1864, Pius IX condemned as errors 
the following propositions which 
held: 

“15. Every man is free to em- 
brace and to profess that religion 
which, guided by the light of reason, 
he judges to be true. 

“16. Men may find the way to 
eternal salvation, and obtain eternal 
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salvation itself by the practice of any 
religion whatsoever. 

“17. We should entertain at 
least a well-founded hope for the 
eternal salvation of all those who in 
no manner belong to the true Church 
of Christ. 


“18. Protestantism is nothing 
more than a different form of the 
same true Christian religion, in which 
it is possible to please God as well 
as in the Catholic Church.” 


And Pius XII, in his Encyclical 
““Mystici Corpus Christi” said: “Only 
those are to be accounted really 
members of the Church who have 
been regenerated in the waters of 
Baptism and profess the true faith, 
and have not cut themselves off from 
the structure of the Body by their 
own unhappy act or been severed 
therefrom, for very grave crimes, by 
the legitimate authority. Hence as in 
the true communion of the faithful 
there is but one Body, one Spirit, 
one Lord, and one Baptism, so there 
can be only one faith; and therefore 
whoever refuses to hear the Church 
must, as the Lord commanded, be 
considered as the heathen and the 
publican. It follows that those who 
are divided from one another in faith 
or government cannot be living in 
the one Body so described, and by 
its one divine Spirit . . . We invite 
them all, each and every one, to 
yield their free consent to the inner 
stirrings of God’s grace and strive 
to extricate themselves from a state 
in which they cannot be secure of 
their own eternal salvation; for, 
though they may be related to the 
Mystical Body of the Redeemer by 
some unconscious yearning and de- 
sire, yet they are deprived of those 
many great and heavenly gifts and 
aids which can be enjoyed only in 
the Catholic Church.” 


What are we forced to deduce 
from the above? Merely this: Ameri- 
can non-Catholics do not fulfill the 
conditions laid down by Pius IX and 
Pius XII, thus, they do not enjoy 
full and explicit membership in the 
Roman Church; they are heretics 
because they subscribe to doctrines 
condemned as errors. Consequently, 
being outside of the Roman Church, 
American non-Catholics can never 
be saved, and thus, are headed for 
hell. 
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Criticism of Expression: 
"Invincibly Ignorant 
Non-Catholics" 


Secondly, what is meant by the 
expression that invincibly ignorant 
non-Catholics belong to the “soul of 
the Roman Catholic Church”? The 
Roman Catholic Church is taking 
advantage here of an analogy used 
by St. Thomas Aquinas, namely: 
just as a man has a body and a soul, 
so the Roman Catholic Church, the 
Mystical Body of Christ, has a 
“body” and a “soul.” Consequently, 
according to the erroneous Roman 
Catholic teaching an invincibly ig- 
norant non-Catholic who is con- 
vinced that his church is the true 
church nevertheless belongs to the 
“soul” of the Roman Catholic 
Church though severed from the 
body of Catholicism. Such a state- 
ment is incongruous and absurd. It 
is a contradiction in terms. It is not 
warranted by Scripture. In the Bible 
there is found the expression “the 
Spirit of Christ,” but not the “Soul 
of the Church”—much less the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. Nowhere do 
the Popes in their de fide declara- 
tions on this important matter say 
that invincibly ignorant non-Catholics 
belong to the “soul” of the Roman 
Catholic Church. How can a person 
who does not believe in the Roman 
Church still be considered an indi- 
rect member of the Roman Church? 
How can a person belong to the soul 
and not at the same time to the body 
of the Roman Catholic Church? 
Where is the Biblical warranty for 
this? Where in Scripture does it say 
that the body of Christ is to be 
carved into so many parts? 


Roman Catholic Semantics 


Here, as in the first case, Roman 
Catholic propagandists are evidently 
engaged in the game of semantics 
which opens the way for equivoca- 
tion, deceit, suppression of the truth, 
evasion, and ambiguity. Rev. Father 
Aelred Graham, O.S.B., confirms 
our contention on the points that we 
have just discussed when he writes: 

“It has sometimes been argued 
that non-Catholics in good faith may 
be said to belong to the soul, as dis- 
tinguished from the body, of the 
Church. This is not an entirely satis- 


factory way of viewing the matter, 
as the distinction in question is not 
free of ambiguity. It lends itself to 
the false antithesis between an ‘in- 
visible’ and ‘visible’ Church, and 
suggests that one might belong to 
Christ’s Mystical Body without being 
incorporated, simultaneously and in 
the same degree, in the visible Cath- 
olic Church—which is impossible.” 


Vindication of Protestant 
Evangelical Doctrines 


To say that an invincibly ignorant 
non-Catholic who is in good faith 
belongs to the soul of the Church is 
to lend weight to the following good 
Protestant Evangelical doctrines 
which were condemned as heresies 
by the Council of Trent in the 16th 
Century: 


1. Faith is the one and only 
condition of salvation. 


2. One is justified by faith and 
not by works. 

3. There is only one invisible 
church—the Mystical Body of Christ, 
a living organism—of which Christ 
is the head and the believer is the 
member. 


4. One can be saved outside of 
the Roman Catholic Church. 


5. With the exception of Bap- 
tism and the Eucharist, the Roman 
Catholic sacramental system is use- 
less. 


‘Pp. 461-462 Section 1647. Henricus. 
Denzinger. Enchiridon Symbolorum. Im- 
primatur: Friburgi Brisgoviae, Die 7 Mai 
1932. Typis Herderianis Friburgi Bris- 
goviae. 

*Pp. 246-247. The Catechism Explained. 
Rev. Francis Spirago. Imprimatur: Mi- 
chael Augustine of New York. Denziger 
Bros. 1899 N. Y. 

*P. 146. A Full Catechism of the Cath- 
olic Religion. Rev. Joseph Deharbe, S.J. 
Imprimatur: John Card. McClosky, ABP 
of New York 1876. Published by Schwartz, 
Kirwin, and Fauss. 42 Barclay St., N. Y. 

‘The Furrow. Dec. 1952. Irish Clerical 
Magazine. 

*P. 472 Section 1677. Denziger. Enchiri- 
dion Symbolorum—op. cit. ut supra. 

*P. 485 Sections 1715, 1716, 1717, 1718. 
Denziger. Enchiridion—op. cit. ut supra. 

'P. 708. The Teachings of the Catholic 
Church, arranged and edited by Canon 
George D. Smitt, D.D., Ph.D., Vol. II, 
published by Macmillan Co., 1949, Im- 
primatur: E. Morrogh Bernard, Vicarius 
Generalis West Monaster II: Die 
XIVIVIIMCMXLVII. 
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NO LAND OF THE FREE 
FOR THESE PRIESTS 


The Holy See through the Sacred Consistorial Con- 
gregation has decreed no priest from Latin America or 
the Philippines may come to North America for any 
reason. Following is the text of the decree: 

For the increase of ecclesiastical discipline of the 
priests of Latin America and the Philippine Islands who 
for whatever reason, not excluding reasons of study, 
go to North America to remain there permanently or 
for a certain period, it is deemed fitting by this sacred 
congregation to establish for them the same laws which 
the Apostolic Constitution “Exsul Familia,” article 
three, title two (Acta Apostolicae Sedis XLIV, 1952, 
pages 693-694) established for priests who wish to 
migrate overseas from Europe or Mediterranean areas. 


PARAGRAPH I: 


Article 1. It pertains only to the Sacred Consistorial 
Congregation to grant permission to depart, remain or 
prolong their stay to priests who wish to migrate from 
Latin America or the Philippine Islands to the United 
States and Canada, for whatever period of time, long 
or short, indefinite or permanent. 

Article 2. Nuncios, internuncios and apostolic dele- 
gates may grant the same permission to priests of the 
nations to which they are accredited, provided that 
this faculty be granted to them. 


PARAGRAPH II: 


Article 1. Those priests mentioned in paragraph I, 
article 1, who are to be incardinated in another dio- 
cese must obtain the same permission, observing all 
other established laws. 

Article 2. The same permission must be had by 
Religious, at least those who are not sent by their 
proper superior to another house of the order. Also 
required to have this permission are Religious who 
have an indult to reside outside the normal house of 
their order and secularized Religious who with an 
indult leave their order and are accepted by a bishop, 
either finally or on a trial basis. 
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PARAGRAPH III: 


This permission, the other laws established by the 
decree “Magni semper negotii” still being applicable, 
must not be granted without the following requisites 
being certain: 

Article 1. Testimony of good conduct of the appli- 
cant; 

Article 2. Just and reasonable cause for migration; 

Article 3. Consent of the bishop from whence he 
comes, or of the superior if he is a Religious, as well 
as consent of the bishop of the place to which he is 
going; 

Article 4. Obtaining of the indult of the Sacred 
Congregation of the Council, if he is a pastor, when- 


ever the absence of the applicant is to last more than 
two months. 


PARAGRAPH IV: 


Both diocesan and religious priests who, having ob- 
tained the aforesaid permission to migrate, wish to 
migrate to any other nation, must have new permission 
to do so. 


PARAGRAPH V: 


Priests who, ignoring these laws, have with temer- 
ity and arrogance migrated, are by that fact suspended 
from their priestly functions. 

If they should nevertheless dare to exercise these 
functions, which God forbid, they incur irregularity 
(a canonical impediment rendering administration of 
the sacraments illegal), from which they may not be 
absolved except by this congregation (decree “Magni 
semper negotii,” Dec. 30, 1918, Acta Apostolicae 
Sedis XI, page 43). 


EDITOR’S NOTE 


The greatest percentage of former priests who have 
appealed to Christ’s Mission for help have entered the 
United States from South America. Perhaps this de- 
flection of priests from the Roman Church accounts 
for the Vatican’s latest decree. 


CARDINAL McINTYRE 
ON CHURCH AND STATE 


The Archbishop of Los Angeles, James Francis 
Cardinal McIntyre, emphatically declared “there is no 
separation of Church and State,” and there never can 
be. He made the remark before addressing a National 
Catholic Family Life Convention. He regarded the 
popular idea that no Roman Catholic could be elected 
President a pure myth. 

“History has shown to the contrary,” he said, “that 
Roman Catholics have attained some of the highest 
legislative and judicial offices in the country, including 
that of Chief Justice of the United States.” 

Furthermore, he insisted no Roman Catholic candi- 
date should be questioned about his religion. “Any 
question bearing on what his policies would be would 
be in order, but the question of Church and State is 
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not a question for Presidential candidates to decide— 
it’s a question for the Legislature and judiciary.” 

The New York Times report of Cardinal McIntyre’s 
remarks (June 23rd) had to go back twelve years to 
find any Roman Catholic disclaimer to the blunt re- 
marks of the Los Angeles Archbishop. 

In 1948, the chairman of the administrative board of 
the National Catholic Welfare Conference, apparently 
in reference to the popular views of church-state rela- 
tionship, said this: 


“We deny absolutely and without any qualification 
that the Catholic bishops of the United States are seek- 
ing a union of church and state by any endeavors 
whatsoever, either proximate or remote. If tomorrow 
Catholics constitute a majority of our country, they 
would not seek a union of church and state. They 
would then as now, uphold the Constitution and all 
its amendments, recognizing the moral obligation im- 
posed on all Catholics to observe and defend the Con- 
stitution and its amendments.” 


It is different today, however. Now the Roman 
Catholic Archbishop denies the fundamental Consti- 
tutional Article on the separation of Church and State 
—he called such separation a mere shibboleth—and 
insists it can be changed by the Legislature and the 
Judiciary. He knows perfectly well that such designs 
upon this basic principle of our Constitution are likely 
to win the greatest possible support from a Roman 
Catholic President. 

At an earlier session, the family life convention 
adopted a resolution deploring “an excessive tendency 
toward government intervention” in family life. 

The delegates—clergy and laity—criticized the re- 
cent White House Conference on Christian and Youth 
for “secularistic thinking” that it said would have the 
Government take over functions that can be performed 
adequately only by the family. 


AMERICAN BAPTISTS 
ASSOCIATION TAKES STAND 
ON PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION 


KANSAS CITY, Kan., June 22 (AP)—The 2,000 
delegates to the convention of the American Baptist 
Association have unanimously adopted a resolution 
opposing the election of a Roman Catholic as Presi- 
dent. 

The action was taken last night after Dr. Hoyt 
Chastain of Malvern, Ark., association president, had 
told the group: 

“No man can be loyal to the United States and the 
Vatican at the same time.” 

“Baptists have never opposed a man for President 
because of his religion,” he said. “But Catholicism is 
more than a religion. The Vatican is a political state.” 

The association claims a membership of 600,000 
in more than 3,000 churches. 
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POPE DESIGNATES 
1! CARDINALS TO PLAN 
ECUMENICAL COUNCIL 


ROME, June 6—Pope John XXIII named eleven 
Cardinals today to head the eleven working teams that 
are in charge of preparing the coming ecumenical 
council of the Roman Catholic Church. 

Nine of the Cardinals are Italians, one is an Ar- 
menian and one is a German. 

Augustin Cardinal Bea, the German, will direct the 
new Secretariat for the Union of the Christians. In 
setting up this department Saturday, the Pope said it 
should enable non-Catholic Christians to follow the 
works of the projected general conference of Roman 
Catholic churchmen from all over the world. 

Cardinal Bea, a 79-year-old Jesuit, is in the United 
States to receive an honorary degree from Fordham 
University. He is a leading Biblical scholar and was 
private confessor to the late Pope Pius XII. 

The full text of Pope John’s Whitsunday homily, 
delivered at vespers in St. Peter’s last night, was pub- 
lished in today’s issue of L’Osservatore Romano, the 
Vatican newspaper. It appeared that the Pope was 
hoping for closer collaboration with Eastern Orthodox 
Christians. He was quoted as asking the “return of the 
church of the East to the embrace of the one, holy, 
Catholic and apostolic church.” 

Following are the appointments of the chairmen of 
the ten pontifical commissions for the preparation of 
the ecumenical council announced today: 


Theology, Alfredo Cardinal Ottaviani; Bishops and 
diocesan government, Marcello Cardinal Mimmi; dis- 
cipline of the clergy and of the Christian people, Pietro 
Cardinal Ciriaci; religious, Valerio Cardinal Valeri; 
discipline of the sacraments, Benedetto Cardinal Aloisi 
Masella. 

Also, sacred liturgy, Gaetano Cardinal Cicognani; 
studies and seminaries, Giuseppe Cardinal Pizzardo; 
oriental churches, Amleto Giovanni Cardinal Cico- 
gnani; mission, Gregory Peter Cardinal Agagianian, the 
Armenian apostolate of laymen, Fernando Cardinal 
Cento, and director of the secretariat for the union of 
the Christians, Cardinal Bea. 


(From the New York Times) 


AFRICAN MISSIONS 


On June 5th the New York Times reported that 
Pope John XXIII told the people of Africa today that 
the Roman Catholic Church rejoiced to see them ad- 
vancing toward independence. 

At the same time he assured them that Catholic 
missions will continue to work in their midst “for a 
long time,” he said, though Africa now has its own 
clergy, its own episcopacy, and even its own Cardinal. 

AFRICA ‘BLESSED BY GOD’ 

All the African Bishops whom he consecrated re- 
cently, said the Pope, begged him not to leave them 
without the help of the missionaries. The African 
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churches still need “the brotherly help of the countries 
of ancient Christianity.” 

The Pope addressed the Catholics of Africa in a 
broadcast from the Vatican radio. “Africa is a land 
that is profoundly religious and blessed by God,” Pope 
John said. He recalled the long and arduous endeavors 
of missionaries from many countries to “give the in- 
estimable gift of the Catholic faith to their African 
brethren.” “Every African state,” he said, “must insure 
the healthy development of its country, keeping the 
real responsibilities wisely in mind and above all re- 
specting the true spiritual values that are the very soul 
of a people.” 

The Roman Catholic Church, the Pope said, has a 
doctrine that “permits her to answer the grave prob- 
lems of men.” She moreover places at their disposal 
in a disinterested fashion principles of action most 
useful to the development of individual, family, pro- 
fessional, civil and international life.” 

The Pope made no mention whatsoever of the pio- 
neer missionary work of Protestant missionaries who 
opened the vast continent for the preaching of the 
Gospel. Nor did he make any reference to the still 
active work carried on by dedicated men and women 
from the borders of Sahara to the tip of the Cape of 
Good Hope. He speaks only as head of a sprawling 
empire which seeks to increase its influence around 
the world. So he offers Africans shedding their old 
garments of European political colonialism the bril- 
liantly colored robes of Roman Catholic bishops and 
Cardinals, that is, he foists papal colonialism upon 
these freedom loving people. 

This may be considered as conduct unbecoming and 
selfish, but it is shrewd diplomacy. For as Elspeth 
Huxley points out in the Virginia Quarterly Review 
(Summer, 1960), “The cohesive force of colonialism 
having been dissolved, all these African territories will 
fall apart into little globules, as it were, of tribalism.” 
African leaders like Dr. Nkrumah would have the 
diversified people of the land form a United States of 
Africa; the Pope wants the Roman Catholic Church 
to be the unifying element in such a Union. What this 
would mean to Protestants in Africa is self-evident. 


WHOSE BIGOTRY? 


Luther A. Smith, Sovereign Grand Commander of 
Freemasonry, Southern Jurisdiction, included the fol- 
lowing in a recent message in The New Age, Masonic 
monthly: 

“It is obvious to all citizens of the United States who 
will look the facts squarely in the face that there is a 
great gulf between the government and the ideology 
of the Vatican which is a church-state under the auto- 
cratic control of the Pope and the system of free in- 
stitutions established by the Founding Fathers under 
which the people are the sovereigns and enjoy the 
blessings of civil and religious liberty. Among Ameri- 
can citizens there should be no question or suspicion 
of allegiance to any foreign power, but in the case of 
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the Roman Catholic citizen, his church is the guardian 
of his conscience and asserts that he must obey its 
laws and decrees even if they are in conflict with the 
Constitution and laws of the United States. The Pope 
even tells the Catholic judges in this country to apply 
this rule in making their decisions in cases before them. 
. . . Whatever bigotry is in evidence in the United 
States is exhibited solely by the Roman Catholic hier- 
aay...” 


COURAGEOUS CIVIL ACTION 


Manila, PHILIPPINES—(FENS)—A Catholic priest 
and his helper were sentenced to life imprisonment for 
the murder of a policeman in Caoayan, Ilocos Sur. 
The court found that the priest had ordered the killing 
of the policeman in retaliation for the stoning of the 
convent. The townsfolk had previously sought the 
ouster of Father Balancio as their Parish Priest. 


YELLOW STICKER BOYCOTT 


New York Post, Thursday, May 5, 1960 


Fred Warner, whose whole life is tied up in his 
newsstand at Broadway and Dyckman St. in Upper 
Manhattan, is faced with a threat frightening even to 
men who can see. 

But he’s blind, reason enough to explain the anger 
and panic in his voice. For 14 years he has labored to 
expand his sales, especially magazines. And now at 37, 
married and the father of two, life was starting to 
pay off. 

Then, a few weeks ago, a voice that called itself Bill 
Hayes intruded into his dark world and announced it 
was going to rid the neighborhood of obscene literature. 

Bill Hayes is no ordinary do-gooder. He is chairman 
of the Decency Committee of Holy Name Society of 
the Church of the Good Shepherd, a parish of 16,000. 

Included among the “objectionable” magazines 
Hayes wanted removed from Werner’s shelves was 
“Playboy.” Among the pocket books were “Tortilla 
Flat,’ “Room at the Top,” “From the Terrace,” 
“Battle Cry.” 

Hayes and a half-dozen committee members have 
visited all 32 magazine vendors in the Good Shepherd 
parish, asking them not to sell any of the items on 
their “banned” list. 

Cooperating vendors are given a yellow sticker to 
display, which will be renewed in different colors each 
month as long as “cooperation” continues. 

Vendors who won’t cooperate won’t be patronized; 
the neighborhood around Broadway - 207th St. - Dyck- 
man St. has many Irish who attend the Church of the 
Good Shepherd. 

Of the 32 dealers, 28 agreed to go along. Last week 
the parish magazine gave strong hints as to who the 
four dissenters were. Sermons Sunday repeated the 
magazine’s report. 


By Tuesday, one of the four gave in. Mrs. Rose 
Wolf, whose store is adjacent to the church, said she 
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would “get her sticker.” She said the neighborhood 
“is just one big family. I can’t fight it.” 

The list of “banned” books used by Bill Hayes con- 
tains 326 novels, 170 magazines and is kept up-to-date 
monthly by the National Office for Decent Literature 
in Chicago. Most books have lurid, sensational titles. 


But the list includes “Atlas Shrugged,” by Ayn 
Rand; John O’Hara’s “Ten North Frederick;” “Lady 
Chatterley’s Lover;” “Lolita;’ John Osborne’s “Look 
Back in Anger;” Truman Capote’s “Breakfast at Tif- 
fany’s” and John Keouac’s “On the Road.” 


Says Werner, whose two children attend Good Shep- 
herd school: “This would strip my shelves! I am blind. 
I can’t turn to another job. My morals are as good as 
Bill Hayes’ or any man’s. I’m not selling anything that 
every other newsstand isn’t selling.” 


Joseph Koenigsberg sells no magazines, only quality 
paperbacks in his cigar store at 207th and Broadway. 
“I can’t go along. I offered to arrange my books in 
‘adult’ and ‘juvenile’ sections, but Hayes said that 
wouldn’t do. But after the sermons, Sunday customers 
I’ve had for 12 years told me they wouldn’t be able to 
drop in any more. This morning I went outside to see 


if an epidemic of measles had hit, it was so quiet in 
here.” 


He has 3,500 books on his shelves. 


Ben and Julius Mandelsberg, brothers who run a 
cigar store, at Dyckman and Broadway, sell only paper 
backs, too. “Kids wouldn’t read a book this thick until 
somebody bans it,” said Julius. 


Nathan Beckerman, 616 W. 207th St., grudgingly 
got a sticker along with with the 28 “because people 
ask to see it before they buy. This is worse than Hitler 
and Poland. They used to have signs saying ‘Don’t 
buy from a Jew.’” 


A spokesman for the church said the lay committee’s 
work had the endorsement of the pastor, the Rev. 
Claude J. Collins. As for the blind newsdealer, the 
priest said: “Just because he’s blind doesn’t mean he 
has to blind us with all that filth.” 


Hayes’ committee hasn’t tried to get the cooperation 
of the Inwood branch of the New York Public Li- 
brary, which is in the heart of the parish. 


The library reported yesterday that it has 12 persons 
on its waiting list for “Return to Peyton Place.” 





AN ACT OF REVERENCE 


Our Sunday Visitor 
Huntington, Indiana 
Feb. 24, 1960 


How may we explain to our Prot- 
estant friends why we greet the bish- 
op as we do, that is to kneel down 
on one knee, take his hand and kiss 
his ring? 

This is really an act of reverence 
to Jesus Christ, whom the bishop 
serves, and an act that shows one’s 
filial obedience to the bishop. In a 
similar way when we greet a priest 
in any way (tipping the hat, bowing 
slightly) we are not greeting so much 
the person of the priest as the Divine 
Savior whom he serves. So, too, as 
regards religious, brothers and sisters. 

The proper practice when meeting 
the bishop of the diocese within one’s 
own diocese: genuflect, touching the 
left knee to the ground while kissing 
the episcopal ring. One uses the left 
knee because the right is used in 
genuflecting before the Blessed Sac- 
rament. But because one might get 
off balance and be uneasy and awk- 
ward when using the left knee, it is 


all right to use the right knee. When 
meeting a bishop other than one’s 
own bishop it is the rule merely to 
bow and kiss his ring. But also this 
little rule may be disregarded: one 
may simply genuflect with the right 
knee to any bishop. Indulgence for 
kissing ring of bishop: 50 days. 


571 Montgomery St. 
Jersey City 

Mar. 22 

Editor Hudson Dispatch: 


Many Protestant friends have 
asked “Why Catholics greet the bish- 
op as we do, that is to kneel down 
on one knee, take his hand and kiss 
his ring?” 

In answer, this is really an act of 
reverence to Jesus Christ, whom the 
bishop serves and an act that shows 
one’s filial obedience to the bishop. 
In a similar way when we greet a 
priest in any way (tipping the hat, 
bowing slightly), we are not greeting 
so much the person of the priest as 
the Divine Saviour whom he serves. 
So, too, as regards religious brothers 


and sisters. 

The proper practice when meeting 
the bishop of the diocese within one’s 
own diocese: genuflect, touching the 
left knee to the ground while kissing 
the episcopal ring. One uses the left 
knee because the right is used in 
genuflecting before the Blessed Sac- 
rament. But because one might get 
off balance and be uneasy and awk- 
ward when using the left knee, it is 
all right to use the right knee. When 
meeting a bishop other than one’s 
own bishop it is the rule merely to 
bow and kiss his ring. But also this 
little rule may be disregarded. One 
may genuflect with the right knee to 
any bishop. Indulgence for kissing 
ring of bishop: Fifty days. 

PAUL THURING 


EDITOR’S NOTE 

These two letters illustrate how 
Catholic Lay Action operates. The 
priest answers the question in the 
Sunday Visitor and the laymen pass 
it off as their own material in the 
Hudson, N. J. Dispatch. As _ the 
priest dictates so the people speak. 
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ROME IN AFRICA 


by 
R. E. HARLOW 


About the author: Mr. R. E. Harlow is Editor of the splendid missionary 
review, The Fields, published by The Fields, Inc. of 16 Hudson Street, 
New York 13, New York. 


Africa is emerging today from her 
centuries of backwardness. Like a 
butterfly struggling out of its cocoon? 
Perhaps more like a giant waking 
from a drugged sleep. The world is 
watching the drama unfold as 238 
million people prepare to take their 
place in the twentieth century. 

All the world is not merely watch- 
ing. Powerful pressure groups are 
joining in the struggle. Men from 
Rome, Moscow, Mecca, are trying 
to win control of Africans. 

Communist agents are twisting the 
natural desire for independence to 
suit their own purposes. Islam is 
spreading from the north, especially 
in East and West Africa. Is Rome 
standing idly by? Not at all. Her 
global pretensions include the con- 
quest of Africa too. How is she do- 
ing today? How does Rome’s success 
in Africa affect the spread of gospel 
truth? What are the strong and weak 
points in her approach? 

Roman Catholic missionary inter- 
est in Congo goes back to 1491. But 
there were many trials. Progress was 
spotty at best. Some areas saw more 
success than others. But during the 
twentieth century, she has made 
wonderful progress. Here is proof: 

1901 861911 8 §=—:1933 1959 
Catholics 


482,000 854,000 4,945,000 21,461,000 
Catechumens 
554,000 1,937,000 
Churches 


1,084 3,418 24,863 31,138 
From this we see that the number 
of Catholics in Africa has multiplied 


44 times in 58 years, while the num- 
ber of churches has increased by 
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2800%. John J. Considine, in 
Catholic World (November, 1959), 
thinks that never in world history 
have 22 million converts been added 
to the church in fifty years in one 
continent. 

This notable growth in numbers 
has been paralleled with an increase 
in the number of missionary and 
native workers. 


1901 
1,172 


1911 
1,842 
123 
1,357 
3,668 


1933 
3,539 
281 
2,022 
8,017 


1959 


Priests 13,054 


Native 
Lay Brothers 
Religious Women 


Total Foreign Staff 28,000 


It is evident that the number of 
priests has increased eleven times in 
58 years. Probably the total foreign 
staff has grown about twenty times. 
Even so, this is less than the growth 
in members—44 times. 

Where do the Protestants stand in 
Africa? You must remember that 
many Protestant denominations do 
not consider infants to be “members” 
of the church. Still, here are the 
figures. 


Roman Catholics Protestants 


1959 1956 
Members 21,461,000 12,395,528 
Foreign Workers 28,000 6,509 


It is interesting to note that there 
are 58% as many Protestants as 
Catholics, and 59% as many work- 
ers. This would seem to indicate that 
more workers are needed. The num- 
ber of “converts” is proportionate to 
the number of workers. The latest 
estimate for total Protestants is 16,- 
074,000 (Missionary Research Li- 
brary Bulletin, April, 1960). 






















Monsignor Laurian 
Rugamewa, 48, Bishop 
of Rutabo, Tanganyika, 
blesses newsmen (un- 
shown) at the conclusion 
of his press conference 
in Rome. 


But we must confess that all Prot- 
estants do not preach the true gospel. 
The essence of the Romish error is 
salvation by works. Many in Prot- 
estant denominations also dishonor 
the work of Christ by teaching that 
the sinner must add his own works 
also. 

Is there any way of knowing how 
many true believers there are in 
Africa? No. Nor in any other coun- 
try. God knows them that are His. 
No matter what church they might 
belong to, Roman or Protestant, the 
main thing is personal trust in Christ 
alone. 

It is, however, interesting to note 
that 52% of all Protestant mission- 
aries in Africa come from “evangeli- 
cal” societies. You can be sure they 
preach the gospel. 

Rome seems to have the advan- 
tage over Protestants in numbers. 
But remember that these Protestant 
families have millions of children, 
too. They are not counted in many 
cases. More important still: In 1959, 
there were 527 million Catholics in 
the world against 215 million Protes- 
tants . . . about 40% as many. In 
Africa, there are about 75% as 
many Protestants as Catholics. You 
can see that the number of Protestant 
converts in Africa is much larger in 
proportion than the number of Cath- 
olics. 

But what do present trends sug- 
gest for the future? What is the main 
emphasis of Rome in Africa today? 
Part of the story may be gleaned 
from the following facts: (National 
Catholic Almanac 1960, page 353). 
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Percent 
AFRICA of Total WORLD 


Churches 31,138 7.5% 416,641 
Parishes 3,654 2.0% 180,382 
Cardinals 1 1.4% 72 
Archbishops 32 9.0% 355 
Bishops 179 9.7% 1,841 
Priests 13,054 3.2% 405,989 
Seminarians 2,016 2.1% 94,344 
Religious, 

men 8,052 4.4% 183,956 
Religious, 

women 22,941 2.3% 1,002,918 
Schools 53,050 34.0% 154,146 
Students 4,279,075 19.0% 22,879,256 


Catholics 21,461,000 4.1% 527,643,000 


From this table, you will see at 
once that there are in Africa only 
about 4% of all the Catholics in the 
world. The proportion of churches, 
parishes, priests, seminarians, and re- 
ligious runs about the same. But the 
number of schools and students is 
very much higher: 34% and 19%. 
Plainly, the wise emphasis of Rome’s 
master strategists has been on the 
children. 


You can prove this again by com- 
paring the same figures with the 
totals of other continents. You would 
see that each of these figures for 
Africa is smaller than for any other 
continent, EXCEPT schools and 
students. The number of schools in 
Africa is greater than any other con- 
tinent in the world. The number of 
students is greater than any other 
continent except North America and 
Europe. In Africa, Rome stresses the 
education of the young. And has 
done so for a long time. 


1901 «1911 1933 1959 
Schools 1,783 3,392 19,007 53,050 
Pupils 193,813 1,013,446 4,279,075 

Take another look at the Sum- 
mary of Africa and the World. Of 
the world total, there are in Africa 
3.2% of the priests, 2.1% of the 
seminarians, and 2.6% of the re- 
ligious. What about the higher 
clergy? It is true that there is only 
one cardinal (Cardinal Rugambwa) 
in Africa. But 9% of the arch- 
bishops and 9.7% of the bishops of 
the world are concentrated in Africa. 
At once, we can see that Rome is 
putting many of her best men into 
this strategic coiitinent. 

But numbers do not tell the whole 
story. In the papal encyclical of 
November 28, 1959, emphasis was 
laid on the need for recruiting and 
training native priests and lay mis- 
sionaries. Belgian Congo and Ruanda- 
Urundi were declared to be ec- 
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clesiastical territory (no longer 
missionary) with eight arch-dioceses. 
Pope John expressed confidence in 
the native clergy but also called for 
more missionaries. In April of this 
year, the Pope said, 

“The Church, as you know, is 
not identified with any particular 
culture, not even the Western cul- 
ture.” 

In Africa, south of the Sahara, 
the first native priests (two of them) 
were ordained in 1913. The first 
native bishop in 1939. According to 
John J. Considine, there are now in 
Africa: 


30 native bishops 
2000 native clergy 

(400 in Congo alone) 
5000 native sisters. 


Simple lessons we can learn from 
these facts are the need for: 
more workers 
more emphasis on children and 
more on indigenous churches 


But Rome has problems in Africa 
besides the activity of Protestant 
workers. For instance, the militant 
Moslems. It is said 70% of the 
Africans who give up their heathen 
religion become Moslems. Only 30% 
are converted to “Christianity,” of 
any stripe or hue. There are now 90 
million Moslems in Africa, but only 
half as many are “Christians.” Rome 
sees many points of contact with 
Islam. 

No one doubts that the Com- 
munists are working feverishly to 
gain control of these emerging coun- 





A JEWIS 





Rev. Jacob Peltz 


WITNE 


It is our aim to present the Gospel of our Lord to His people, 
through His people. This we are doing on 4 Continents and in 
13 Countries, including Israel. 


tries. The Russian ambassador who 
was so successful in Cairo has set 
up headquarters in Conakry. Many 
African leaders have been educated 
or at least royally received at Mos- 
cow. No doubt funds flow into party 
coffers from that system which 
would soon deny all political rights. 


But John B. Sherrin C.S.P. thinks 
that Secularism is a greater foe to 
“the Church” even than Commu- 
nism. Although 37% of the people 
of Congo are Catholic, the move- 
ment of nationalism is anti-Rome. 
The National Congolais Movement, 
the leading political party, is espe- 
cially opposed to the Catholics. This 
is because the Church was too close 
to the Belgian government (Catholic 
World, June 1960, page 136). Kasa- 
vubu, the new president, is a former 
seminarian. Youlou in a neighboring 
republic is a suspended priest. In 
East Africa, Nyerere was educated 
by the Catholics. Tom Mboya is a 
graduate of Holy Ghost Fathers’ 
school. 


In this brief study of the activity 
of Rome in Africa today, we can see 
what a tremendous hierarchy can do 
and is doing to capture the souls of 
men. Yet a smaller number of Prot- 
estants, without central organization, 
is doing proportionately more. What 
might be accomplished for God if 
true Christians, still without organi- 
zation but obedient to the risen 
Lord, would go all out to win the 
lost for Christ? 


—R. E. HARLOW 


_— 


FOR CHRIS 


Hebrew Christians seek opportunity to train as missionaries, evan- 
gelists, doctors and teachers. They need your help so they may 
win others. The distress of our Lord’s brethren must be alleviated. 
Hebrew Christians must be shepherded and encouraged in their 
witness for Christ. The Little ones in our Children’s Home and 
the elderly in the Homes for the Aged must be sustained. Please 
help with your prayers and gifts. Further information on request. 


Address communications to: 


international Hebrew Christian Alliance, Inc. 
REV. JACOB PELTZ, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


U.S.A. 
5630-C North Campbell Ave. 
Chicago 45, Illinois 


Canada 
91-C Bellevue Ave. 
Toronto, Canada 











MARY 


QUEEN OF HEAVEN 


This is an age of atomic expect- 
ancy, physical changes, hydrogen 
and cobalt bombs, and is character- 
ized by a socio-economic tussle be- 
tween democratic and communistic 
ideologies. In the religious domain, 
recent decades, as nearly every cen- 
tury from the close of the Apostolic 
era, have witnessed novel religious 
accretions, one of the current ones 
being the elevation of Mary to the 
status of Queen of Heaven, or celes- 
tial goddess. The new title ascribed 
to Mary on November 1, 1954 was 
“Queen of Heaven and Earth.” 
Amidst a host of members of the 
Catholic hierarchy, thousands of vis- 
itors in St. Peter’s Basilica, in Rome, 
Pope Pius XII crowned a statue of 
Mary and. attached to her the title 
mentioned above. This was the crux 
of festivities during that so-called 
Marian Year. Christ was relegated 
far into the background. 


Pagan Goddesses 


To grasp fully the cause for this 
idolatrous celebration in Rome, and 
its extension to the rest of the world, 
we must consider the historical evo- 
lution and background of a: system 
of religion based on Mariolatry, or 
worship of Mary. 

Before the year 373 there are no 
testimonies extant that prayers were 
directed to Mary. There are no rec- 
ords to show that worship of Mary 
was in vogue during the Apostolic 
era. In the early ages of Christianity, 
she never held any degree of leader- 
ship. 

Turning to the “Acts of the Apos- 
tles” we are unable to perceive any 
mention of Mary. Neither do the var- 
ious epistles of Paul, of Peter, of 
John, of James mention anything in 
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particular regarding her. 

To determine the origin of the 
worship of Mary, we must project 
our vision rearwards, to a period of 
about one thousand years before 
Christ, when pagan practices and 
mythologies were prevalent. There 
we find many pagan goddesses. There 
was Astarte in Assyria, Semiramis in 
Babylon, Isis in Egypt, Aphrodite in 
Greece, and Venus in Rome. The 
book of Jeremiah in chapters 7:18 
and 44:17-19, 26 tells us of men 
sacrificing to a “queen of heaven,” 
which the History of Israel points out 
as the female goddess “Astoreth.” 

In the year 313, Constantine en- 
acted an edict whereby he attached 
various pagan practices and tenets to 
the Christian faith. Then Bishop Cyr- 
il of Africa, in emulation of the 
Egyptian trinity, wherein “Isis” oc- 
cupied a prominent place, fabricated 
a Father-Mother-Son triune structure, 
in which Mary was substituted for 
Isis. During Cyril’s age it was the 
women who resorted to Mary. She 
became their mediatrix. The transi- 
tion from the worship of Isis to the 
worship of Mary for many converts 
became quite simple. We may call 
this the Cyrillian age of Mary. 


Mary in the Apocryphal Books 


An impetus to the worship of Mary 
was also given by some apocryphal 
books as the “Protoevangel of 
James,” and “Passage of Mary” 
(Transitus Mariae). Attributed to St. 
John who passed away in the year 
100, they were probably composed 
during the fourth century. The apoc- 
ryphal works have woven many fan- 
tastic features regarding Mary, for in- 
stance, that she performed numerous 
miracles; that she called to her death- 





bed all the apostles who were scat- 
tered all over the then known world, 
and that when she expired, Jesus 
Himself received her soul and direct- 
ed the angels to carry her body to 
the celestial kingdom. 

In the first three centuries no his- 
tory or tradition refer to any of the 
above occurrences. In 403, St. Epi- 
phanius, Bishop of Constance, has 
this to say about Mary’s assumption 
into heaven, “The whole thing is fool- 
ish and strange, and is a device of 
Satan. Let Mary be had in honor; 
let the Lord be worshipped. Let no 
one worship Mary. Mary’s body was 
holy indeed, but she was not a god- 
dess. She was a virgin, too, and hon- 
ored, but not given to us for wor- 
ship.” (*) 

In the first “Index of Forbidden 
Books” (in the year 494), the two 
apocryphal books to which we al- 
luded were condemned, notwithstand- 
ing this the “assumption of Mary” is 
today a dogma in the Church of 
Rome. We will discuss this briefly 
further on. 


The Immaculate Conception 


An authoritative and official seal 
on the divinity of Mary was the proc- 
lamation of the Dogma of the Im- 
maculate Conception by Pius IX, 
December 8, 1854. The declaration 
reads thus: 

“We declare, and pronounce, and > 
define that the doctrine, which de- 
clares that the most Blessed Virgin 
Mary, in the first instance of her con- 
ception, by a singular grace and priv- 
ilege of Almighty God, in view of 
the merits of Jesus Christ, the Savior 
of the human race, was preserved and 
exempted from all stain of original 
sin, is a doctrine revealed by God, 
and therefore, must be believed firmly 
and constantly by all the faithful. 
Wherefore, if any persons should 
have the presumption, which God 
forbid, of thinking in their hearts 
contrary to what has been in this 
respect defined by us, let them be 
made aware, and let them further 
know, that they are by their own de- 
cision condemned, that they have suf- 
fered shipwreck of the faith, and have 
fallen away from the unity of the 
Church.” (?) 

Many celebrated and _ learned 
divines of the Church of Rome 
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strenuously opposed this innovation, 
for there was nothing in the traditions 
of Rome to warrant it. In fact, every- 
thing points to the contrary. Just to 
view a few testimonies of the early 
centuries: 

Unbelief was ascribed to Mary in 
the 2nd century by Tertullian, in the 
3rd by Origen, in the 4th by St. Basil. 
In the Sth century, St. John Chrysos- 
tom said that she was culpable of 
“foolish pride.” St. Cyril of Alexan- 
dria declared that she was “failing in 
faith and understanding.” Augustine 
of Hippo, Ambrose, Eusebius, An- 
selm and many others maintained 
that Mary was conceived in original 
sin. Cardinal Cajetan (1469-1534) 
States, “. . . a great multitude of an- 
cient doctors agree in declaring that 
the Virgin Mary individually was 
conceived in original sin.”(°*) 

In his encyclical “Fulgens corona” 
Sept. 8, 1953, Pius XII quoted this 
array of titles attributed to Mary by 
various writers down the centuries: 
“Lily among thorns; Land wholly 
intact; Immaculate; always Blessed; 
free from all contagion of sin; un- 
fading tree; fountain ever clear; the 
one and only Daughter not of death 
but of life; Offspring not of wrath 
but of grace; unimpaired and ever 
unimpaired; holy and stranger to all 
stain of sin; more comely than come- 
liness itself; more holy than sanctity; 
alone, holy who, excepting God, is 
higher than all; by nature more beau- 
tiful, more graceful and more holy 
than the Cherubim and Seraphim 
themselves and the whole hosts of 
Angels.” (*) 


The Biblical Answer 

This is the teaching of men. What 
does the Bible say? “That which was 
born of the flesh is flesh” (John 3:6). 
“So also death passed upon all men, 
for all have sinned.” (Rom. 5:12). 
“For there is no difference, for all 
have sinned” (Rom. 3:23). We have 
the words of Mary herself, “My soul 
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doth magnify the Lord, and my spir- 
it hath rejoiced in God my Savior; 
for He hath regarded the low estate 
of His Handmaiden.” (Luke 1:47, 
48). If Mary was conceived without 
sin, Christ could not have been her 
Saviour. 


The Theologian's Answer 


We would like to quote here as 
corroboratory arguments the teach- 
ing of the foremost theologian of the 
Church of Rome, St. Thomas of 
Aquinas, concerning Mary’s sinful 
status. In his theological work he 
writes: “The flesh of the Virgin was 
conceived in original sin, and there- 
fore, contracted these defects.”(*) 
And again: “She was not set free 
from guilt to which all nature is liable 
... The Blessed Virgin was not sanc- 
tified till she had been born from the 
womb, and she could not be cleaned 
from original sin while she was yet 
in the act of her origin, and still in 
her mother’s womb.” (°*) 


The Assumption Doctrine 


A more recent dogma that issued 
from Rome through the instrumen- 
tality of Pope Pius XII on Nov. 1, 
1954, was the “Assumption of Mary 
into Heaven.” Purportedly, this proc- 
lamation created Mary Queen of 
Heaven and Earth. This blasphemous 
act was performed a hundred years 
after the first one declaring Mary’s 
Immaculate Conception. 

Evangelical Christians everywhere 
believe that Mary was a highly fav- 
ored personage beyond the shadow 
of a doubt; however, her salvation 
depended on divine grace. Christ is 
plain concerning this. (See Luke 11: 
28). A woman in the crowd called 
out, “Blessed is the womb that bare 
thee.” The Church of Rome has 
made much of this. But Jesus states 
clearly, “Yea, rather, blessed are 
they that hear the word of God and 
keep it.” Mary was not disparaged 
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here. Our Lord merely indicated that 
the greatest blessing on earth is sal- 
vation, which Mary did not obtain 
solely by being the mother of the 
Redeemer. Mary was saved because 
she heard the word of God and 
obeyed it. 

In conclusion, we shall examine 
the nature of Mary’s queenship. In 
the presence of 120 faithful assem- 
bled on the Mount of Olives, Christ, 
before His ascension into heaven, 
solemnly proclaimed: “All power is 
given to me in heaven and in earth.” 
(Matt. 28:18-20) Mary was there, 
too, but she was not mentioned. No 
power was entrusted to her. 

The theologians of the Church of 
Rome quote Gen. 3:15, “And I will 
put enmity between thee and the 
woman, and between thy seed and 
her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and 
thou shalt bruise his heel,” as pre- 
dictive of Mary’s power to crush the 
devil, the enemy of the Church. How- 
ever, the pronouns “it” and “his” 
evidently refer to the woman’s seed. 
Consequently, the power that would 
crush is Jesus Christ, the seed of the 
woman, and not the woman herself. 
We have a corroboration of this in 
the Book of Revelation 12:10, 11. 

That Mary was immaculately con- 
ceived, that she is mediatrix of all 
graces, that she was assumed into 
heaven, and reigns there as queen 
are vacuous claims. These tenets have 
no warranty in Holy Writ, nor in the 
so-called traditions of the Church of 
Rome. 


‘) St. Epiphanius, Adversus haereses, 
I 


mS 
Pius IX, “Ineffabilis Deus,’ Dec. 8, 


Cardinal Cajetan, Commentary on 
St. Thomas’ Summa Theologica. 

(*) Pius XII, “Fulgens Corona,” Trans- 
lation published by National Catholic 
Welfare Conference, Washington, D. C., 


page 3. 

(°) Thomas of Aquinas, Summa Theolo- 
gica, III; XIV:3. 

(*) Ibid. XXVII, 1. 
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@ Today, as never before, Roman Catholicism is making a tre- 
mendous effort to conquer America for Rome. 


A 
R @ Here is a book which strikes at the tap root of Roman Cath- 
— olic error. The one principle, the infallibility of the Church, 
GEOR is Rome's sole source of strength and its only excuse for 
GE being. Strip the Roman Catholic Church of this cloak, and 
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human tradition and man-made dogmas. 


@ The Catholic Encyclopedia has stated that George Salmon's 
Infallibility is the cleverest modern attack on the Roman 
Catholic position. It is more than clever; it is unanswerable. 


@ In this day of Rome's offensive, no one can afford to neglect 
Salmon's logical, Scripturally based refutation. 


“The discussions are just as apropos and needed today as they were when 


first delivered . . . The volume concludes with a helpful topical index, and 
an appendix containing the Latin text of decrees of the Vatican Council of * 
1870.” 


—THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 











HARD 
“.. . admitted by Catholic leaders to be the cleverest modern attack on their 
position. Logical, authoritative, Scriptural, it is well documented and most COVER 
convincing.” 
—GOSPEL ADVOCATE 
“It is not a contentious or vituperative book, but a substantial and scholarly ATTRACTIVE 
examination of the alleged historical and theological grounds for the claim to JACKET 
infallibility, and of the processes and consequences of its development.” 
—THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY 
“George Salmon’s case against papal infallibility has never been answered.” 496 PP- 
—THE GIDEON $3.95 





“. . . they who are interested in being acquainted with the preposterous claims 
of Rome, which are just as strong today as they ever were, and which it is 
seeking to apply and even enforce wherever it can, cannot afford to ignore 
this important work. The study of it will carry with it rich rewards.” 


—LOUIS BERKHOF, THE BANNER 
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To the Fountain of Christianity, by 
Samuel Vila (A Christ's Mission 
Christian Heritage Publication, 100 
pp-, $1.00), reviewed by Dr. Walter 
M. Montano. 

There is a sincere desire among 
many Roman Catholic believers to 
understand and trust their church. 
They want to know where their 
church originated, what Christianity 
really means and what it demands 
from its followers. They want to be 
told the source of their faith and the 
ultimate authority for their beliefs. 
They want to be instructed as to 
whom the true mediator before God 
is. They want to know how to avoid 
the terrors of hell and by-pass the 
menace of purgatory. They con- 
stantly ask, “What must I do to gain 
heaven?” Ignorance concerning sal- 
vation is pitiable and appalling. Mr. 
Vila’s book is written to answer 
these questions and solve such prob- 
lems. 

Mr. Vila’s book is dedicated to 
those who seek reality in religion 
and are desperately in need of as- 
surance of salvation. He gives clear 
and direct answers found in the read- 
ing of the Word of God. 

* * * * * 
Turbulent Waters, by Jane Living- 
stone (Moody Press, 192 pp., 
$3.00) is reviewed by Dr. Clyde 
W. Taylor, Secretary of Public Af- 
fairs for the National Association 
of Evangelicals, and a member of 
the Board of Trustees of Christ's 
Mission. 

Using fiction as a vehicle, Mrs. 
Livingstone has succeeded in dis- 
playing accurate knowledge of re- 
action to the Gospel in Colombia. 
Equally important, she has shown the 
results of the Roman Catholic state 
church which has controlled the life 
of the nation for four centuries. 
Added to this is the true-to-life pres- 
entation of the religious situation in 
Colombia for the past seven or eight 
years. 


SEPTEMBER, 1960 


Having examined carefully all of 
the incidents of persecution men- 
tioned by the author in the develop- 
ment of her plot, I can assure you 
that we have in our files documenta- 
tion to illustrate identical types of 
suffering and persecution. We have 
records of incidents where children 
have been kidnapped by order of the 
church, of attacks on Protestants’ 
meeting places instigated by the lo- 
cal Catholic clergy, and of cases 
where national pastors and other 
Christian workers have been im- 
prisoned for long periods of time 
and have suffered extreme hardship 
without charge or trial. 

This book, Turbulent Waters, is 
objective, well written, and challeng- 
ing. I heartily recommend it. 

* ” ” > « 
The Gospel According to Rome, by 
Dr. John Gerstner. (Baker Book 
House, 35 pp., $5.00 per dozen), 
reviewed by Stuart P. Garver. 

Dr. Gerstner is professor of 
Church History and Government at 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary 
(United Presbyterian). He has writ- 
ten several books and pamphlets 
helpful to pastors, youth leaders, and 
lay people who need clear, concise 
and authentic materials. This booklet 
is not intended to give an exhaustive 
treatment of Roman Catholic doc- 
trines; the author apparently only 
sought to explain how the Roman 
priest expounds the way of salvation 
to his people, and how such instruc- 
tions differ from the Protestant doc- 
trines. 

It is disappointing, however, be- 
cause of its brevity. One could wish 
Dr. Gerstner had included chapters 
on purgatory, confession, the mass, 
etc. The average Protestant knows 
little about the teaching of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church with reference 
to these doctrines, yet it is precisely 
at these points that they sense the 
greatest divergence between Protes- 
tants and Roman Catholics. His sec- 


tion dealing with the doctrine of the 
church is very helpful. 


* * * * * 


Harvest 1960, edited by Dan Herr 
and Paul Cuneo (The Newman 
Press, 1960, 290 pp., $3.50) is 
reviewed by Stuart P. Garver. 


A former editor of The Common- 
weal observed that “no group has 
taken fuller advantage of freedom 
of the press than American Cath- 
olics.” This is true, but it is also 
terribly frustrating for a reading pub- 
lic already floundering in the vast 
ocean of ink created by American 
writers. Who can find time to scan 
—let alone assimilate—the best any 
group of authors might produce? The 
anthologies, the condensed books, 
the choice readings edited by pro- 
fessors and enterprising publishers 
at least help us to keep informed 
about the minds and motives of our 
contemporaries. While one may not 
applaud the selection of materials 
for these compilations he will, never- 
theless, always be appreciative of the 
work that has gone into their prepa- 
ration. 

Harvest 1960 represents what 
Messrs. Herr and Cuneo considered 
to be the best articles appearing in 
twenty-two Roman Catholic publi- 
cations in America. Their selection 
of authors and subjects is itself laud- 
able and, whether one agrees or dis- 
agrees with what has been written, 
he cannot escape the fact that Ro- 
man Catholic writers as herein repre- 
sented deserve to be read with due 
respect for both their spirit and 
literary style. 

This is not a polemic against Prot- 
estants so much as an open window 
through which one can hear the Ro- 
man Catholic literary elite discussing 
the problems of their church. Indeed 
the book has nothing else to tie it 
together except a common loyalty 
to the Roman Catholic “position” 
within the framework of American 
democracy. The papal church no 
longer strives for recognition as an 
integral part of the New World 
culture but has become very self- 
conscious as a social and political 
power in a democratic, pluralistic 
society. 

There is certainly nothing juvenile 
in these chapters, although one some- 
times feels certain attitudes expressed 
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are more adolescent than adult. 
From the Protestant viewpoint there 
is the obvious influence of an official 
magisterium which few care to chal- 
lenge. The priest is everywhere pres- 
ent and yet, with but very few ex- 
ceptions, one looks in vain for any 
essay on the complex problems which 
confront American Catholics in their 
relationship with non-Catholics. 

Of special interest in this presi- 
dential election year are the contribu- 
tions of Senator Eugene McCarthy, 
John Cogley, Charles Malik. The 
editors of The Pilot have questions 
they would ask a Protestant nominee 
for the office of President, and a 
former chairman of the Democratic 
National Committee shares in a 
panel discussion, “How to Get into 
the Political Act.” 

Perhaps no other paragraph in all 
the book displays the new spirit of 
Roman Catholicism in America bet- 
ter than the following lines written 
by the English lawyer, Norman 
St. John-Stevas: 

“The responsibility of the Catholic 
Church to the American nation is a 
heavy one. As the doctrinal basis of 
Protestantism dissolves, the moral 
cosmos fragments with it, and the 
time is not far distant when the 
Catholic Church will become the 
sole institutional repository of Chris- 
tian values in the United States.” 


* * * + * 


The Pattern of Religious Authority, 
by Bernard Ramm, B.D., Ph.D., 120 
pp., $1.50. Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing Co., Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Reviewed by Alfred Florez 


This is a book which competently 
deals with the vital issue of religious 
authority. The style is technical but 
not ugly and confused. Quite often 
the same statement is formulated in 
many different ways to make the 
subject much clearer. For the author 
the fundamental movement of knowl- 
edge in religion is in the reverse 
direction from that of science. “In 
science,” he quotes the words of 
Forsyth, “we move to the object of 
knowledge; in religion it (the object) 
moves to us. . . . Religion is only 
possible by revelation.” The pattern 
of religious authority is the Triune 
God in self-revelation. Following the 
Protestant principle, he does not 
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think that the Bible alone, without 
the inner witness of the Holy Spirit, 
is the exclusive authority in religion. 
His religious authority is the Holy 
Spirit speaking in the Scriptures, or, 
is the Scriptures sealed to us by the 
Holy Spirit. He writes, “No wedge 
can be driven between the Spirit and 
the Bible, the Bible and Christ, and 
Christ and the Spirit. They form an 
inseparable mosaic of divine author- 
ity. 

The book offers a critique of the 
Roman Catholic principle of author- 
ity. The Roman Church teaches that 
there are three sources of revealed 
truth: the Bible, Tradition and the 
Church. But the Church is above the 
Bible and Tradition, not only be- 
cause the Church is the custodian of 
the Scriptures, but also because it 
alone is the infallible interpreter of 
both Bible and Tradition. Our book 
answers this false claim in two ways: 
1) positively, by establishing the true 
principle of religious authority; 2) 
negatively, by proving that Catholi- 
cism vitiates divine authority while 
corrupting the revelation of God. 

His critique of Religious Modern- 
ism, the Kerygmatic School and Neo- 
orthodoxy is clear and outstanding. 
I do not want to close this review 
without mentioning the Appendix to 
Chapter 2, Part D, a convincing 
reply to G. B. Foster who stoutly 
opposed the principle of the inner 
witness of the Spirit. 


* * * * * 


A Message to Catholics and Prot- 
estants, by Oscar Cullman (Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 60 pp., 
$1.50). reviewed by Stuart P. 
Garver. 


Oscar Cullman since 1938 has 
been professor of New Testament 
and Early Christianity at the Uni- 
versity of Basel, and since 1949 also 
Professor at the Ecole des Hautes- 
Etudes, Sorbonne, Paris. He has 
lectured and conducted discussions 
in many theological centers of the 
world. He is the author of Christ and 
Time; Peter—Disciple, Apostle, Mar- 
tyr; The Earliest Christian Confes- 
sions; Baptism in the New Testa- 
ment; Early Christian Worship. Some 
of his shorter writings and articles 
have been collected under the title 
The Early Church. 





This book is the proposal for real- 
izing Christian solidarity here set 
forth by one of the best-known Prot- 
estant theologians which has already 
been extensively commented upon in 
such widely differing magazines as 
Time, Christianity Today, and The 
Jesuit Journal of Theological Studies. 
And advance comment on this pub- 
lication from many sources, among 
them Lutheran, Reformed, Catholic, 
Baptist, indicates that this proposal 
should indeed be seriously considered 
by all churches. 


The American reader will find 
Dr. Cullman’s book very informative 
regarding efforts in Europe to im- 
prove Protestant-Catholic relation- 
ships. The author writes out of deep 
conviction on issues that separate 
the two churches, yet he maintains 
an outlook of genuine hope for better 
understanding among theologians on 
either side. 
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This new and documented work, 
completed after months of intensive 
study, will provide you with the 
basic teaching of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church. 


It will help you understand and in- 
telligently witness to your Roman 
Catholic friends who are your mis- 
sion field. Many Christian workers 
are handicapped by their lack of 
sufficient knowledge of the Roman 
Catholic system of doctrines. This 
material will give you such accurate, 
authentic information. 
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Priest and People 
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Roman Catholic Schools 

Church and State in American 
Democracy — Part I 
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Preparation 


Each lesson should take approxi- 
mately two weeks of reading and 
study, using the text and the Bible 
to familiarize yourself properly with 
the material. At the end of the sec- 
ond week answers to the questions 
are then submitted in the supplied 
envelope, and they will be corrected 
and returned. 

Two methods are available: 


1. Individual Study 

2. Group Study 
In the latter method there can be a 
group; discussion or teacher instruc- 
tion on the lesson, then the answers 
will be prepared individually and 
turned in to the instructor or desig- 
nated leader, who will in turn sub- 
mit them for correction to our New 
York office. After corrections are 
made taney will be returned to the 
designated party or instructor. 


Costs 


Costs are as follows for each course: 


$2.50 each . l- 5 copies 
2.30 each . 6-10 copies 
2.00 each . . 11-15 copies 
1.75 each . . 16 and over 


(Each course is complete 
and separate ) 


You will note this extremely low 
cost covers the text book, the return 
envelopes, and the correction of the 
answer sheets by our staff. 


When applying for more than one 
copy of the course each name and 
address must be given, and it is 
urged that the work, particularly the 
answer sheets be done on an indi- 
vidual basis though the mailing and 
instruction be handled on a group 
basis. 
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